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(Mark 2:17)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus,
How would you feel if you came to church and saw a banner on St.

Matthew’s front door that read: “WELCOME SINNERS!”  Maybe you would
offended by those words.  Maybe you would think to yourself: “What right does
the church have to call me “a sinner?  Do they think they are better than me?”  Or
maybe you would question the accuracy of such a sign.  “Does this church really
open its doors to deviants, criminals, and less-than- perfect people?”  Or maybe
you would wonder: “Why would any church put up a special invitation for such
people?”

Frankly, such a sign would probably be offensive to a lot of people today.
But such a sign would not be offensive to Jesus.  During his earthly ministry,
Jesus repeatedly spent time with the tax-collectors and “sinners”.  When the
Jewish elite (the Pharisees) criticized Jesus for hanging out with the wrong
crowd, Jesus defended his actions with the words: “It is not the healthy who
need a doctor, but the sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

With those words, Jesus established the true purpose of the church on earth.
Our Savior does not intend for his church to be a museum for saints.  Rather, he
intends that it be a hospital for sinners.  In other words, Jesus never meant the
church to be only for holy people – or for people who think they are holy.  Jesus’
church is for those people who know and confess they are sinful.

If you can say that you are less than perfect, if you can say that you’ve
messed up in life, if you can say that you need help from God – then you can be
sure that Jesus welcomes you with open arms.  If you doubt that, then look at
Jesus on his cross with his arms spread wide for you.  Remember Jesus did not
die for the sinless. He died for the sinful. He died for you and for me!

Because Jesus lived his life for all and gave up his life for all, he can now
invite you and me to come to him as forgiven, purified, holy people! You might
say that Jesus, in effect, has turned sinners into “saints”!  Or as Scripture puts it:
“We have been made holy through the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
(Hebrews 10:10)

Is that good news?  You bet it is!  And it’s also the reason there is posted
over our church door an invisible banner that will always read: “WELCOME
SINNERS!”

In the name of our Savior whom together all of us serve,
Pastor Mark P. Lindner
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Pastor’s Notes
New Sunday/Monday
Bible Study

What promises of God will carry us through
circumstances in life that seem overwhelming
and beyond all human comprehension?  How can
we be so sure that our God is always working out
all things for our eternal good?  How can we
forgive and reconcile with those who have
wronged us?  Do you find it awkward talking
about death with family members?  What
spiritual lessons about our family life can we
learn from the complicated relationship between
Joseph and his brothers?  What is the greatest
non- material blessing we could hand down to
our children and grandchildren?  These are just a
few of many important questions we will discuss
in this wonderful section of Holy Scripture.
Most importantly, we will discuss again that
Joseph’s story is like all of Scripture, the story of
our Savior, Jesus Christ!  Please join us!  Bring
someone with you!

“The Story of Joseph – God Works In A
Mysterious Way His Wonders To Perform!”

Lesson 1 – “From Favored Son to Foreign
Slave”

Lesson 2 – “Falsely Accused & Imprisoned”
Lesson 3 – “From Prison to the Palace”
Lesson 4 – “The Lord Uses Joseph to Reclaim

His Brothers”
Lesson 5 – “A New Home for Jacob’s Family”
Lesson 6 – “The Lord’s Plan Becomes Clear”

Year of Jubilee Offering
This special offering (authorized by the

2007 WELS Convention as a way to
eliminate/reduce our Synod’s $22.4 million debt)
is another opportunity for the men, women, and
children of our beloved Wisconsin Synod to
respond to that precious forgiveness which is
ours in Jesus Christ.

Here at St. Matthew’s, under our Savior’s
blessing, one half of the offering will be put
toward our Synod’s debt and the other half
toward reducing our own two year (07 & 08)
debt for the work of Gospel Ministry at home.
(Our internal borrowing from other dedicated
funds of $38,000 to do our day to day ministry at
St. Matthew’s.  We want to repay those funds!)

What a blessing it would be to the kingdom
work of the Lord Jesus to use more of our
weekly offerings for WELS Missions and the
offerings to our special funds for Gospel
ministry instead of debt repayment!  On
Sunday/Monday – February 1st and 2nd – will
be our Year of Jubilee services with a special
presentation on how all of us can participate in
this special offering.

Lenten Season Begins on
Ash Wednesday, February 25 th

Once again this year Pastor Lindner will be joining in a preaching rotation
with 4 of our WELS pastors in the Janesville area. What a wonderful
opportunity these special Wednesdays offer to us all – the opportunity to
ponder again the great love Jesus Christ has for all sinners as well as an
opportunity for all of us here at St. Matthew’s to invite others to come and
learn the “meat and potatoes” of Christianity – God’s Son taking our place on
a cross, suffering sin’s punishment instead of us, winning forgiveness and
eternal like for us! This year’s weekly theme will be: “Father, Forgive
Them!” Watch you February bulletins for more details!
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Staff Minister Notes
Sunday School Notes

Our New Testament lessons, studying Jesus’
public ministry, are continuing after the Christmas
season.  All parents are strongly encouraged to
have their child(ren) attend regularly so that the
lessons are complete.  The lessons help our
children grow closer to their Savior as the Holy
Spirit works through the Scriptures brought to them
each week by the teachers.

Also, the time that the students are in the
Sunday School give the parents the opportunity to
likewise grow in the Word by attending the adult
Bible study.  And don’t forget to get your teenage
children to the weekly teen Bible Study.  All of
these are from 9:15 to 10:10 each Sunday.  Come,
enjoy, grow!

Other Bible Studies
�  Tuesday morning ladies - 9:30 to 10:30
�  Tuesday evening adult - 6:30 to 7:30
�  Saturday morning men - 7:30 to 8:30

Join one or more of these studies. You can join
in with these groups at any time.  You’ll enjoy the
discussions that theses smaller group settings
afford the individual.

Audio Tape & Print Ministries
Sermon tapes

Actually, we not only deliver audio taped
services to folks, but also sermon copies and
bulletins to those who cannot get out to come to
services due to poor health, weather, etc.  Please
call the church office (752-1304) if you would like
to be included.

Large print publications
Again we remind you that if you have a visual

problem or small print difficulties,  the church now
has large print Meditations devotion books and also
the opportunity to have the Forward in Christ and
Meditations materials mailed to you on tape free of
charge.  Interested in this added way of hearing the
Word?  Call the staff minister at church (752-1304)
or home (758-4693).

Arden Wentzel, Staff Minister

Council Corner
Annual Meeting

The Annual Voters Meeting of St. Matthew’s was
held on Sunday January 25th after the 10:30 Worship
Service.

Our called workers and councilmen all reported on
the activities that were carried out as part of the ministry
of St. Matthew’s in 2008. Our Treasurer, Art Hilker
reported on the financial status of our church in the last
year; and Fred Shadoski reported on our financial audit as
outgoing chairman of our Audit Committee.  The audit of
our financial practices found that all is in order, and there
are some minor procedural recommendations that were
included in Fred’s report.

The Council Recommendations were presented and
the results are as follows:
�  The Council Recommendation of the 2009 Ministry

Plan, which consisted of the following expenditures:
a) General Fund- $633,200.00 (+1.8% increase)
b) Debt Retirement- $94,896.00 (-3.6% decrease)
c) WELS Missions- $66,000.00 (+10% increase)
d) Lakeside Lutheran- $46,000.00 (12.2% increase)

*This recommendation passed by voice vote.
�  Council Recommendation that we gather $2,400.00

to complete our 2008 commitment to Lakeside
Lutheran High School.

*This recommendation also passed by voice vote.
�  Council Recommendation to extend a Divine Call to

Mrs. Cathy Sonntag to be our preschool teacher.
*This recommendation passed unanimously.
�  Council Recommendation to add a Vicar to our

pastoral staff provided Challenge Fund offerings
reach $5000.00 by March 29th, 2009.

*There was a lot of discussion about St. Matthew’s
financial condition and about our ability to support a
vicar.  After all had a chance ask questions and debate,
this recommendation passed by a counted vote of 27 to 7

We thank our faithful Lord Jesus for all that He
blesses us with and we pray that He provides the people
of St. Matthew’s with the ability and the hearts to support
a Vicar, along with all of the other work for the Kingdom
that is done in Jesus’ name here at St. Matthew’s.  He
works out all things for the good of those who love him.

God’s richest blessings to all,
Bryan Grefsheim, President

Board of Education
Freezer space needed

As our hot lunch program has expanded, so has
our need for more freezer space.  We are asking for
donations to put towards another freezer.  This
freezer is not only for current inventory being
ordered, but also for increased inventory in the future
if the program expands to four or five days.  Please
contact Kevin Proeber (752-1304 or 752-5035) or
Kevin Foster (758-1830) if interested.
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School Bulletin Board
Mid-Quarters &
Parent/Teacher Conferences

Parent/teacher conference slips will be sent home on
Monday, February 9 and need to be returned the next
day.  The actual parent/teacher conferences will take
place on Thursday afternoon, and evening on February
12 and on Friday morning, February 13.  These
conferences are only for parents.  Mid-Quarter progress
reports and your appointment times will be sent home on
Wednesday, February 11th.  The children will be
dismissed on Thursday, February 12 at 11:30 a.m. and
also there will be no school on Friday, February 13 due
to parent/teacher conferences.

Family Fest 2009
Lakeside Lutheran High School is sponsoring a

Family Fest, which includes faith, food, fun, learning and
games.  It is for preschool children
through the 4th grade.  Family Fest 2009
will be held on Saturday, February 21
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  The cost is
$5.00 per child ($10.00 per family
maximum).  Registration forms can be
found in the office.

Hearts For Jesus
With Valentine’s Day this month comes our “Hearts

for Jesus Week”. We think of giving our hearts to one
another on Valentine’s Day, but above all, we give our
hearts to Jesus. We do this by giving an offering to
Jesus each day.  This offering will be used to support
Martin Luther College.  This college helps prepare our
future pastors, staff ministers, and teachers.  We just had
two student teachers last quarter.  Teachers will collect
the offering in their rooms every morning. Each day is
made special too, in the following ways:

�  Monday – Dress-up day
�  Tuesday – Wear your favorite sweatshirt & hat day
�  Wednesday – Slippers, funny socks, stuffed

animals, and twin day
�  Thursday – Red, Pink, & White day
�  Friday morning  - Valentine Parties

Missions
The second quarter mission

offering of $500.00 was sent to our
WELS Synod.  This Jubilee offering
is being sent to help eliminate the
$22.4 million dollar debt of our
synod so that more mission work can
be done around the world.

A Boys & Girls Basketball
Mark Your Calendars – The date for the

mother/daughter and father/son
games has been set for Monday,
March 9th.  The mother/daughter
game will begin at 6p.m. with the
father/son game to follow.

Lakeside Lutheran Fine Arts
Music Festival

The Lakeside Lutheran Fine Arts Music Festival is a
weekend of musical events consisting of instrumental
and vocal solo and ensembles.  This festival will be held
on March 28.  The entry fees are as follows:

Vocal, Instrumental, Piano – $3.00 each solo
Vocal, Instrumental, Piano – $6.00 duet or ensemble

All students in grades 5-8 who are interested in
participating should contact Mr. Proeber.  Please pay
your entry fees at that time also.

Solo Ensemble Contest
Our school will host the solo-ensemble contest this

year on Saturday, April 25 at 8a.m.  This involves a lot
of our band students, pianists, and soloists.  Parents will
be needed to help run this contest and operate the
concessions.  We are asking band parents to donate
goodies and their time to sell
concessions on that day.  The
money we earn will be used for
the band fund.  Mrs. Nolte will
be sending home more
information soon.

Fine Arts
There will be a fine arts

presentation on Thursday, February 12
at 10a.m. in the gym.  Mr. Abraham
Lincoln’s performance lasts about 45
minutes, and comprises a chronological
first person narrative of his life, from his
humble origins in the backwoods of
Kentucky through his trying years in the

White House.  This is a unique and fascinating program.
All are welcome to attend
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Des† ina † ion  $ucce$$
Meeting for Gr. 7-8

Des† ina † ion   $ucce $$  is  a
sel f -des igned program intended to
teach Chr is t ian stewardship and real
l i f e  sk i l ls  to  our  7 t h  and 8 t h  g rade
students.  Mr .  Sonntag wi l l  be host ing
an informat ional  meet ing on
Wednesday,  February 11 t h  a t  7pm .
At  least  one parent  should p lan to
at tend th is informat ional  meet ing,  but
students do not  have to at tend.  I  wi l l
expla in the program to them in great
deta i l  dur ing  the school  day.
Explanat ions of  the var ious aspects
of  the program – inc luding the
schedule,  parent  involvement ,  forms,
speakers,  f ie ld t r ips,  etc.  – wi l l  be
g iven to parents that  evening.  The
meet ing  should take less than an
hour ,  and parents wi th previous
exper ience wi th the program wi l l  be
f ree to leave af ter  a ref resher  of  the
course(al though i t  is  good for
exper ienced parents to share some
of  thei r  exper iences wi th our many
“rook ies” � ) .  I f  you have any
quest ions regarding the program or
meet ing ,  p lease contact  Mr .  Sonntag.
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School Bulletin Board (cont’d.)

Art Fairs & Spelling Bees
(Grades 5-8)

Information was given to the upper grade children about
Lakeside Lutheran High School’s art fairs, and
spelling bees.  The art fair projects need to be here by
Friday, February 6.  They will be judged the

following day.  Your child needs to decide what level
of participation they want to be involved in.

Pioneer Pinewood Derby
The girls and boys pinewood car derby will be held on

Sunday, February 15.  Registration will be held at 1p.m.
Craft judging will begin at 2p.m.  The races will begin
shortly thereafter.  If you have any questions, contact your
Pioneer leaders.

Home & School meeting
Sunday, February 8 at 6 p.m.
More information will be sent home later.

Parking
I would just like to highlight

a couple of concerns in regards to
parking on the Walker Street side
of the school.  Please do not park
in the handicapped spots.  These
spots are reserved for those who
really need them.  Secondly, we have to make sure no cars
are parked in the driveway along the side of the school in the
morning (before school) and at the end of the day (after
school).  The bus (that comes from Milton) can not make that
turn when cars are parked in those spots.  It would be better if
you dropped off and picked up on the Milton parking lot side
(big playground).  Thanks for your consideration.

46th Annual LWMS
Convention

“He alone is my rock and
my salvation.”  – Psalm 62:2

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary
Society will hold the Annual LWMS
Convention June 25-28, 2009, at the Sheraton-
Denver in the Mile-High City of Denver,
Colorado—hosted by the Rocky Mountain
Circuit.

2009 marks 75 years of the Wisconsin
Synod’s presence in Colorado and 40 years
since the LWMS Rocky Mountain Circuit was
organized.  Is this great timing or what?!

The convention offers a great mix of
home and world missionaries speaking about
their experiences in mission fields.  Mission
displays and the Prayer Corner will be set up.
Workshops are planned and some surprises,
too—it’s the altitude, after all.  We’ll be
inspired by opening and closing services and
daily devotions and can enjoy fellowship with
one another throughout the entire convention.

The Sheraton-Denver is right on the
downtown Pedestrian Mall around the corner
from the State Capitol (have your picture
taken above sea level) with restaurants, shops,
museums, and galleries right out the front
door.  This is one of the Denver area’s favorite
places to hang out: it’s laid back, bustling with
activity, full of interesting people, safe and
easy to walk.  There'’ even a free shuttle on
the mall if you don'’ feel like walking.

We will have continuing
updates on the Web site, so
keep checking our convention
link at www.lwms.org.
Come to Denver to celebrate “Missions with
an Altitude” in the company of friends, old
and new, in the Rocky Mountain West.  Let’s
make the 46th Annual LWMS Convention a
rousing celebration of mission work at home
and around the world!�������������	���


Friday, February 27th

6pm
Ground Round

RSVP to Beth Stirmel
758-9588
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Principal’s School Update
Lakeside Lutheran High School

February 2009

Church council visits
During the fall, the church councils of 15 Federation congregations were visited by Lakeside as part of its five

year plan to improve communication between itself and its constituents.  The main focus of these visits was to
emphasize the close relationship between the congregations and the area Lutheran high school they support.

Visits are being scheduled to the remaining councils during the opening months of 2009,.  To date, these visits
are scheduled:

�  February 11, St. Paul, Lake Mills;
�  February 16, Trinity, Watertown;
�  February 17, St. Andrew, Middleton;
�  February 19, Holy Cross, Madison

Call news
On Sunday, December 14, the General Board issued a divine call to Mr. Cory Olson to teach Spanish and coach

dramatics.  Mr. Olson, a 2005 graduate of Martin Luther College, serves at Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High
School, Waco, Nebraska.  After prayerful deliberation, the Lord led him to return Lakeside’s call.  The General
Board held a special meeting on Friday, January 16, 6 p.m., to issue another call for a Spanish teacher.

50th anniversary
The 50th Anniversary Committee is busy preparing for two big events of Lakeside Lutheran’s golden

anniversary year.
On Sunday, February 14, Lakeside is hosting a dinner-social for all friends of Lakeside.  That evening, a pre-

meal social, a catered meal, and short program of entertainment will be offered.  For further information on this
special night, visit the school website (www.llhs.org) or call the school (920-648-2321).

Finally, the anniversary year will close on Sunday, April 19, with a service of thanks to God for His blessings
upon this ministry.  Pastors Lloyd Huebner (Lakeside’s first Principal) and Jim Buske (Lakeside Class of 1993) will
preach, and various music groups will lead the assembly in praise.

Plan to join us for these two events.

Enrollment statistics
From where do Lakeside’s students come?  Here are some statistics about this school year’s student body:
�  As of this writing, there are 471 students enrolled at Lakeside – 120 seniors, 101 juniors, 129 sophomores,

and 121 freshmen;
�  446 students (95%) come from Federation congregations, another 19 students (4%) belong to WELS and

ELS congregations not federated, and 6 students (1%) come from other church bodies;
�  From our Federation congregations, 363 students are the only ones in their families currently enrolled,

another 70 students have siblings also enrolled; and
�  There are 15 children of faculty members enrolled at Lakeside.

Student cited
In addition to the ways our students use their God-given talents within Lakeside, a number of our students excel

in other ways, too.
The United States Figure Skating Association recently notified Lakeside that Courtney Petersen (Our

Redeemer-Madison) successfully completed the requirements of her novice moves-in-the-field test.  This test
consists of seven required elements of skating steps and footwork sequences.

Lakeside congratulates Courtney on this noteworthy achievement!
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Principal’s School Update (cont’d.)
Music

Lakeside’s bands and choirs are preparing for the annual Pops Concert on Sunday, February 8, 2 p.m.  That day
also marks the annual Visual Arts Fair in which works of art created by students in our Federation’s Lutheran
elementary schools are featured.

Through February 15, the A Cappella Choir will sing at these churches:
�  February 1, 8 & 10:15 a.m.,  Immanuel, Farmington; and
�  February 15, 8 & 10:30 a.m., St. John, Waterloo.

Sports
The various teams are now through the non-conference portion of their schedules and have begun the games

and meets against Capitol Conference opponents.
Varsity boy’s basketball has won six of its first seven games.  The boys earned the championship at the Fort

Atkinson Christmas Tournament.  Justin Eternick (St. John, Waterloo) and Nate Bauer (St. Paul, Lake Mills) were
named to the all-team for the boys, and Nate was tournament MVP.

Varsity girl’s basketball has a record of 6-3.  They, too, earned the championship in the Fort Atkinson
Christmas Tournament.  Jenna Luisier (Bethany, Fort Atkinson) and Chelsea Finger (Eastside, Madison) were
named to the girl’s all-tournament team, and Chelsea was tournament MVP.

Varsity wrestling has a record of 15-4.  The squad placed 3rd at the WISCO invite, 3rd at the Warrior Invite, and
2nd at the Green Bay Preble-East duals.

Here is a summary of varsity games and meets until mid-February:
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Capitol Conference basketball games begin at 5:50 p.m. with freshmen and junior varsity games.  (At Luther
Prep, game times are 4:15 and 5:50, respectively, for those squads.)  Varsity contests follow at approximately 7:30
p.m.

Capitol Conference wrestling dual meets begin at 7 p.m.


