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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus,
Mary knew biology. Mary knew it took two people to conceive a baby.

Mary also knew that she was still a virgin. So in amazement she had to ask the
angel Gabriel: “How will this be?” The angel’s answer must’ve taken her
breath away. God the Holy Spirit would miraculously begin Jesus’ human life
in her womb.

The virgin birth of Jesus, though disputed by many, is a very important
teaching. It reminds us that Jesus truly was “the holy one” as the angel told
Mary. Add a human father to Jesus’ conception and you have eliminated him as
the Savior of the world! From a human father and a human mother Jesus would
have inherited the same sinful heart we have inherited from our parents. A
sinful Jesus can be no one’s Savior, but a sinless Jesus is everyone’s Savior!
Also, the virgin birth reminds us that the Savior’s birth is entirely the work of
our Triune God. Man had no part in it whatsoever. How could any sinful
human bring about the incredible miracle of God’s saving love taking the shape
of true man? Such a love-packed miracle is all the doing of the almighty Lord
God himself.

“How will this be?” Mary asked. So must we! How could God become
human? How could his love be so great for someone as undeserving as you and
me? How could he want to be born in a barn and then grow up to suffer and die
on a cross in the place of someone as sinful as you and me? How could he ever
want to leave his glorious heaven to come to this sinful earth so someday you
and I can go from this sinful earth to his glorious heaven? How could he work
the miracle of planting the Savior by faith into our hearts as he once put his Son
in conception beneath Mary’s heart? All of that is amazing Grace! Now
Christmas means amazement for us – joy beyond measure – because of God’s
love powered miracles for you and for me!

May this Lord God prepare our hearts to celebrate these miracles once
again! May he also fill our hearts with his love to share such miracles with the
lost around us every chance we get!

In the name of Him whom together all of us serve,
Pastor Mark P. Lindner
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Pastor’s Notes
New Sunday/Monday
Bible Class

�  In what ways is the example of Paul, “the
chief of sinners” a great comfort to us?

�  What must always be the goal of our exposing
and opposing false teachers in this world?

�  Why is prayer for our government so
important?

�  Should the church get involved in elections
and legislation?

�  How does our Lord view feminism and male
chauvinism in our world, in our church, and in
our family life?

�  If women have been given the right to vote in
elections and to serve as elected officials,
shouldn’t they be given those same two rights
in our congregation?

�  What are the Savior’s qualifications for those
who serve him in the public ministry?

�  How can every Christian guard the treasure of
the Gospel which has been entrusted to us?

These are some of the questions we will be
taking up in our Bible Study on the apostle
Paul’s first letter to young. Pastor Timothy. This
Bible study will take us to the end of 2009. It is
entitled:

“FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT!”
We will search the Scriptures and center on

these three parts of this inspired pastoral letter:

Part 1: “Oppose Those Who Teach Falsely!”
Part 2: “Instruct and Guide God’s People in

Worship, Faith, And Life!”
Part 3: “Be A Pastor to All Kinds Of People!”

We pray you will make this Bible Study
hour with your fellow Christians at St.
Matthew’s a regular part of your Sunday
morning routine. See you there!

Council Corner
Be an Usher

Attention Confirmed Boys and Men: Are
you interested in serving the Lord Jesus here
at St Matthew's as an Usher? If so, please
contact Jake Herden by November 30th, as I
will be putting together the schedule for next
year. It is a great opportunity for fathers and

sons to serve together, as well as newer
members to get to know people. Thank you.

Special Worship Opportunities
Before 2009 Ends!

Thanksgiving Services:
Wednesday, November 25th, at 6:30 PM

(Pie social to follow)
Thanksgiving Day, November 26th, at 9:30 AM

Mid-Week Advent Services on
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM:

“WAIT FOR JESUS!”
December 2nd – “Wait For Jesus in Stillness!”

(Pastor Mark Lindner)
December 9th – “Wait For Jesus in

Seriousness!” (Vicar Jordan Ertl)
December 16th – “Wait For Jesus in Sureness!”

(Pastor Mark Lindner)

Christmas Services
December 20th at 10:30 AM –

 Sunday School Children’s Service
December 24th at 6 PM –

Day School Children’s Service
December 24th at 10 PM –

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 25th at 9:30 AM –

Christmas Day Worship Service
December 31st at 6:30 PM –

New Year’s Eve Communion Service

Here are some very wonderful opportunities
for us to gather together as a church family as
well as presenting to us all mission opportunities
to invite friends, family members, and neighbors
to meet our Savior, Jesus Christ!
*NOTE:  No Monday night services

during Advent & Christmas season.
Monday night services will resume

January 4th, 2010 at 6:30pm.

��������	�

��
This year’s Holiday Dinner is

scheduled for Saturday, December 12th.
There is a sign-up sheet on the church
bulletin board.  We will be looking for
people to help decorate, bring an appetizer,
host a table and bring desserts.  If you have
any questions you can call or talk to Ken or
Evie Wisniewski 741-1128.
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Staff Minister’s Notes

Sunday School News
Our regular Old Testament lessons are

continuing with the nation of Israel being
brought to Egypt while Joseph is prime minister.
Our first book will be completed before
Christmas and we will begin Book 2 and the life
of Moses in the new year.  Please make sure that
your children are in Sunday School regularly.
Also, the classes are now working on the
Christmas service.  It is very necessary for all
students to be in class every Sunday so that all
the recitations and songs are well prepared.
Note the following:

1) Christmas rehearsal, Saturday, Dece3mber
19, from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

2) Sunday School Christmas Service, Sunday,
December 20, at the 10:30 service.

SPECIAL NOTE:   Do you know of
someone that you could bring to Sunday School
to also learn the lesson of Jesus?  Invite them!
Bring them!

Christmas For Kids
This special day has become a highlight and

a great introduction to the Christmas season.
We invite all children from age 4 through the 4th

grade to join us for a morning of Christmas joy
and spiritual growth.  The morning will have the
Christmas lesson from the Bible told in a very
special way, craft activities, snacks, cookie
decorating, recreation, and music.  Registration
slips are available in the church narthex.

December 5, Saturday, registration 8:30 to 9am
(gym lobby)

Lessons & activities from 9:05 to 12:30.
Special closing service at 12:15.

COME & JOIN US!  INVITE YOUR FRIENDS
& NEIGHBORS!

Service Tapes/Bulletins/
Sermon Copies

Do you know of someone who would
appreciate receiving any of these or all of these,
each week, free of any charge, and delivered
with a smile and a special “God Bless You”?
Just call the office (752-1304) or Staff Minister
(758-4693) and we will make sure that you
receive them.  We deliver them to those who
cannot make it out to church or also just home
from the hospital and recovering.  Happy to do
this for whomever.  Just let us know.

Bible Study
All are always invited to the Bible studies

each week.  Our spiritual growth in the Lord
must always be a priority in our life.  Please
note the following:
• Each Tuesday, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  – Now

studying/discussing the Book of Romans.
All are welcome to attend.

• Also, Men’s Bible study each Saturday
morning from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.  The men
are now studying “Civil Government” from
the People’s Bible Series.

ALL ARE WELCOME!  NOW IS THE
TIME TO START!

A. Wentzel, Staff Minister
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L W M S
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society)

Reaching out in Love to Muslims
Rock River Circuit Lutheran Women’s

Missionary Society Fall Rally was held
Saturday, October 10th at St. Paul’s, Fort
Atkinson.  Attendance was 130.  “Reaching out
in Love to Muslims” was the topic covered by
our speaker for the day, “Jakob”

He told us about his journey of live from
Iraq to the United States.  He was brought up in
the Kurdish area of Iraq and in school was
taught from the Qur’an and prayed to Allah.  At
times he was uneasy with the teachings because
he had heard neighbors speaking about Jesus.
Then when the Kurds had to escape their part of
the country because of terror from Saddam he
prayed to Jesus and a dense cloud covered the
mountain where they wer trying to cross and
escape.  Eventually, “Jakob” attained U.S.
protection and came to America.  Because he hd
some experience with working for an Italian
cheese company in Iraq he was contacted by a
company in Lebanon (Watertown, WI area).  He
commented that he had then become an Iraqi
Kurd making cheese curds in Lebanon!  After
living in our area for three years he was invited
by a phone call to attend a WELS church and
began studying the Bible.  He is now involved
with our WELS pastoral studies, hoping to
become a pastor.

In another session he told us of the Role of
Women in Islam.  The women are considered
forgetful and unclean.  The Hijab (body and
head covering) which they wear is so that they
do not display their beauty and cause the men to
sin and go to hell.  That is the Muslim belief!  In
American there is not this social pressure so
they dress like us.  Many Muslims are coming to
America to study or work.  Their population will
grow fast because they average 8 children per
family compared to our Americans having only
three.  They can go anywhere and preach their
religion legally so the Muslim religion is
growing.

How do we communicate with Muslims?
He emphasizes Friendship Evangelism.  Create
trust.  First ask them about their religion.  Later
explain your beliefs and tell them that Jesus is
the Savior from sin and He has become our
substitute.  Let them know that the Bible tells us
who Jesus is.  Let the Holy Spirit do the work.
Support the work of evangelism with prayer.

.

Christmas for Kids—Dec. 5 th

Can you spare a little time to help with an outreach event?
The Evangelism Committee is once again busy planning
our annual Christmas for Kids Program.  This is a
program with a Vacation Bible School format, open to
children age 4 through grade 4, and will be held on
Saturday, December 5th.  This has been a very successful
outreach program with many unchurched children
attending.  We encourage all members to invite their
unchurched friends, relatives, or neighbors.  Invite
brochures will be available soon.  Many volunteers are
needed to make this worthwhile program a success.
Please call Steve Sage at 757-2492 or Lori Sage at church
752-1304 if you would like to help out.  You may also
sign up on the bulletin board in the lower hallway.
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School Whiteboard
Band Concert

There will be a band concert
on Friday, December 18th, at
7p.m. in the fellowship hall.
This joint band concert will
include students from St.

Mary’s, Rock County Christian, and our school.
Children in band are asked to donate 2 dozen
cookies, bars or brownies.  These goodies
should be placed on the counter in the kitchen in
the fellowship hall by Friday, December 18.
The cookies and punch will be served during the
intermission of the band concert.  Please come
and enjoy some Christmas music in a festive
atmosphere. Hope to see you there!

Mission Offering
Our first quarter mission offering of

$400.00 was sent to support the
spreading of God’s Word in Malawi.

Our second quarter offering will be
used to support a new Christian Day
School entitled Holy Trinity Lutheran

School in New Hope, Minnesota.

Christmas Eve Service
The Christmas Eve Service in which our

children are participating will be held on
Thursday, December 24th, at 6:00 p.m.   If your
child will not be able to participate, please let
their teacher know by phone or a written note.
We would like all children to be in their
classrooms by 5:40 p.m. to practice before the
service. The 4-year-old preschoolers will meet
in the Kindergarten room on the first floor in the
new school building.  Remember that this
service will be held in the gym.  Finally, we also
ask you to remember that video-taping or
picture-taking of the service is prohibited due to
copyright laws.

Christmas Vacation
Our Christmas vacation will begin

Wednesday, December 23rd.  On that day, the
children will attend school until 11:30 a.m.  Our
last rehearsal for the Christmas service will be
on that day, as well as the class Christmas
parties.

School will resume on Thursday, January
4, 2010.

School Closing
Emergency school closings due to bad

weather will be announced on Janesville radio
station WCLO (1230 A.M.) and its sister
affiliation WJVL (99.9 F.M.).  I will also try to
have it on the television station NBC 15,
WMTV Madison, WI, and WISC-TV Channel
3.  I try to have the decision made between 6:30
– 6:45 a.m.

Future Freshman Testing
We invite all Federation eight graders –

Lutheran elementary school and public school –
to attend Future Freshman Testing.  There are
two identical sessions.  The first is Wednesday,
January 27, 6:30-9:00 p.m.  The other is
Saturday, January 30, 8:30-11:00 a.m.  Helpful
information about the transition to high school
at Lakeside Lutheran will be shared.  Students
will write tests in mathematics and English to
help us assess their skills and place them at the
best possible level of instruction.  No
registration is required.  For further information,
call Lakeside at 920-648-2321 or email the
Guidance Director, Dr. Dennis Gulczynski at
dgulczyn@llhs.org.

We have also sent home several letters with
the 8th graders regarding course selections and
visits to Craig and Parker High Schools.

Tournament Volunteers needed
The Annual Mustang Invitational Tournaments
are just around the corner. The
tournaments will be January 9th & 10th,
and January 23rd & 24th .  Many
volunteers are needed to help run the
tournament.  Please sign up in the
school lobby, talk to Mr. Sonntag or email him
at csonntag@stmatthewsjanesville.org
Concessions will be sold in the Mustang Café.
Please come and support your Mustang Teams!
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