Epiphany 2 – January 17, 2010
John 2:1-11: “JESUS PROVIDES FOR OUR NEEDS”

In Christ Jesus, dearly beloved,


Weddings are a big deal today. People spend large sums of money and do months, sometimes years, of planning to make sure that every detail of that special day is thought out and prepared for. Things have to go just right. Imagine for a moment if despite all that planning, a very important detail was overlooked: the reception. The guests arrive and there is no food to feed them and no drinks to quench their thirst! What a nightmare scenario for that bride and groom.


The things we plan out in life often still have a way of going wrong, don’t they? But today we have reassurance at those times when things go wrong that:

JESUS PROVIDES FOR OUR NEEDS

I. Though our needs be great, 
II. Jesus provides in abundance

I.


Our text begins with Jesus doing something we all know well: going to a wedding. “On the third day, a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.” Jesus had just begun his public ministry. He had already been baptized by his cousin, John. He already spent his 40 days in the wilderness being tempted by the devil. Just days before this wedding, he called his first disciples: Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip and Nathaniel. Jesus’ work was in full swing. As important as that work was, this verse shows us that he still considered very important showing love and support to his friends by going to their wedding. Even though this looks like some time off for Jesus, he still had the opportunity to show himself to be the Son of God.

“When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’” Wine was the staple drink at weddings in Jesus’ day. To run out would be a near disaster for the family of the bride and groom. This was no small problem for Jesus’ friends. Maybe the equivalent today would be if you arrived at a reception and the caterer hadn’t shown up. If something like that were to happen, wouldn’t it reflect poorly on the newlyweds? Wouldn’t they feel absolutely awful and have their special day nearly ruined?


So Jesus’ mother, Mary, saw this problem and went to her Son. But Jesus’ reaction might take us by surprise, “‘Dear woman, why do you involve me?’ Jesus replied. ‘My time has not yet come.’” It seems like Jesus was saying, “Not my problem.” He wasn’t showing a calloused disregard for the bride and groom, nor was he being unloving or disrespectful to his mother. He was making a very important point. He had entered his full-time ministry and therefore wasn’t operating on anyone’s timetable but his heavenly Father’s. As the Lord said in Isaiah 55;8,9, “‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD. ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.’” Jesus knows what is best for those he loves and when it is best. Did this situation call for a grandiose miracle? No. The need was there, and Jesus knew best how to meet that need.

Mary knew the compassion of her Son. This was a problem that only a miracle could fix so she turns it over to her miraculously conceived Son, “His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’” This is the best advice anyone could give, and for that matter it’s the best advice that anyone could receive. Do whatever Jesus says. But why would those servants necessarily want to listen? Put yourself in their sandals. Here this woman tells you to listen to whatever her Son tells you, but all you know is that the wine is gone. At that point, you don’t know who Jesus is. So wouldn’t you think, “Why? What can HE possibly do to fix this problem?”


You and I know Jesus much better than those servants did at that point, don’t we? We know that Jesus is the Son of God. But don’t we find ourselves asking the same questions of Jesus which the servants probably had in their minds? When we find ourselves in similar seemingly hopeless situations, we have a tendency to ask, “How is this ever going to work?” “The church budget has plunged into the red! It’s a bottomless abyss of red ink! How are we going to be able to continue the ministry we want to do here?” “On the synod level, scores of missionaries are being called back from the field, teachers at our Synodical schools are being cut, our high schools are struggling just to tread the waters of debt! How is this ever going to work?” “I’m sick and can’t afford my medical bills. My family is coming apart at the seams. What can possibly be done to fix this?” Christians, there is one who provides for all our needs, no matter how great they may be. And not only that, but he also provides in abundance! He shows himself to us today: Jesus.
II.


“Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’; so they filled them to the brim.’” “What is he doing?” the servants probably thought to themselves. “What good is this water going to do?” They didn’t know, but they did what they were told to do: listen to Jesus.

“Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’ They did so…” For all the servants knew, they were taking cups of water to the master of the banquet and he probably wasn’t going to react well. But they carried them to him anyway. Why? Because they were told to trust Jesus and do whatever he said. He told them to do this, so they did.


Then, much to their relief and surprise, “…and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew.” The servants had to pick their jaws up off the floor. At some point between them drawing that water and taking it to the master of the banquet, Jesus had changed it into wine. All the worry that must have been in the hearts of the servants and the hearts of those who knew about this problem was for nothing. Jesus had provided for this need, which seemed impossible to meet. 


Not only that, but he had provided in abundance. “Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’” The wine Jesus provided wasn’t some bottom of the barrel, $5 boxed wine. This was top shelf, specially imported from the finest vineyards in Italy kind of wine. They had six 20-30 gallon jugs of this wine. They had no chance of running out! Jesus had met their need and then some!

“This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.” Jesus provided for the earthly need at the wedding that day in Cana. And he also provided for the spiritual needs of his new, wet-behind-the-ears disciples. There was no mistaking it. The disciples saw that this Jesus was the Son of God, and so they put their faith in him.


This was the first of many miracles. With each one Jesus provided for a need. Food for a hungry crowd, the ability to speak, the ability to walk, freedom from disease and even life for the dead. No matter how spectacular the miracle or how great the need in any of those instances, his greatest miracle and his fullest providence for our greatest need was when he provided forgiveness for all our sins. He provided for that need by shedding his blood on the cross and rising to life three days later. Jesus provides forgiveness in abundance, pardon unending, for every time we have doubted his promises, questioned his will or failed to trust. Our sins may be innumerable, but Jesus’ blood and righteousness cover them all.

Brothers and Sisters, What need can we possibly have which Jesus cannot meet? He has taken care of our greatest need, and he promises to do the same with any other we may have. The Lord promises through Paul in Romans 8, “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” Not some of the things we need, or most of the things we need, ALL things! Jesus will meet all of our needs!


Have you ever noticed that when we seem to have an insurmountable hill to climb, Jesus provides us with an escalator? St. Matthew’s is a great example. Back in August and September, the church budget looked pretty bleak. There was a lot of red ink. But since then, the Lord has provided for our needs with gifts from two of our Christian sisters whom Jesus took to heaven. The hole seemed deep, but God provided in abundance and we were even able to make special gifts to those who do Gospel ministry outside of our doors!

Have all of our problems been taken care of and all of our needs met? No. So what do we do until Jesus provides a solution for them? We follow Mary’s instructions to those servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” It’s the best advice we can give or receive as individual Christians and as a congregation because, as Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and obey it!” What does Jesus tell us to do in his Word? John 14, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.” Isaiah 41, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” To St. Matthew’s and other groups of Christians carrying out his work, “Seek ye first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be given to you as well.” Jesus would have us take him at his word. When has he failed us before?


Will we always take Jesus at his word and trust him? No, there will still be times when we doubt and question. Did those servants in Cana totally trust Jesus when they were filling up the jars? Did they totally trust as they took what they thought was water to the master of the banquet? No. But Jesus provided anyway. Though we may fail to trust, he still won’t fail to provide. And when he does, he’ll provide for whatever weaknesses we have in our faith. His faithfulness will strengthen our faith in him, just as it did for the disciples.


So let us take all of our problems, all the needs we have and set them at his feet. No matter how great they are, he will provide in abundance! As you face this new year with all of its new challenges and new problems, may you remember what Jesus did that day in Cana. The need was great, but that was no issue for him. He provided in abundance. That’s what he does. Jesus provides in abundance. Amen.
