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Worship for the 1+ Sunday after Epiphany
January 8 & 11, 2026

Jl Baptized into your name most holy,

C
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O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

I claim a place, though weak and lowly,
Among your saints, your chosen host,
Buried with Christ and dead to sin.

Your Spirit now shall live within. (CW 680)

In the name of the Father and of the Son t and of the Holy Spirit.
: Amen.

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God

: unless he is born of water and the Spirit.

Flesh gives birth to flesh,

: but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

Surely we were sinful at birth,

: sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.

But we were washed, we were sanctified,

: we were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by

the Spirit of our God.

J] My loving Father, there you took me

To be henceforth your child and heir.

My faithful Savior, there you let me

The fruit of all your sorrows share.

O Holy Spirit, comfort me

When threat’ning clouds around I see. (CW 680)
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P: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Jl My faithful God, you fail me never;
Your promise surely will endure.
Oh, cast me not away forever
If words and deeds become impure.
Have mercy when I come defiled;
Forgive, lift up, restore your child. (CW 680)

P: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her
holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,
and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or
wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son t and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

JJ All that I am and love most dearly—
Receive it all, O Lord, from me.
Let me confess my faith sincerely,
And help me your own child to be!
Let nothing that I am or own
Serve any will but yours alone. (CW 680)

Prayer of the Day

P: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy
Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as
your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



J] Lord, I will tell while I am living,
Your love and grace with every breath
And greet each morning with thanksgiving
Until my heart is still in death,
And, when at last my lips grow cold,
Your praise shall in my sighs be told. (tune of CW 680)

Old Testament: Isaiah 42:1-7
Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom I delight.
I am placing my Spirit on him.
He will announce a just verdict for the nations.
He will not cry out.
He will not raise his voice.
He will not make his voice heard in the street.
3A bent reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not snuff out.
He will faithfully bring forth a just verdict.
4He will not burn out, and he will not be broken,
until he establishes justice on the earth.
The coastlands will wait for his law.
5This is what the true God says,
the Lord who creates the heavens and stretches them out,
who spreads out the earth
and everything that it produces,
who gives breath to the people on it
and life to those who walk on it.
I am the Lord.
I'have called you in righteousness.
I will hold on to your hand,
and I will guard you.
I will appoint you to be a covenant for the people,
to be a light for the nations,
’to open the eyes of the blind,
to bring the prisoners out from the dungeon,
and to bring those who sit in darkness out of prison.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Verse of the Day

J] Glory and praise, still onward reaching,
Be yours, O Spirit of all grace,
Whose holy pow’r and faithful teaching
Give me among your saints a place.
Whatever good by me is done
Is worked by grace divine alone. (tune of CW 680)

Epistle: Titus 3:1-7

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be
ready to do any good work, 2to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable,
to be gentle, and to display every courtesy toward all people.

3For at one time we ourselves were also foolish, disobedient,
deceived, enslaved by many kinds of evil desires and pleasures,
living in malice and jealousy, being hated and hating one another.
“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind
appeared, °he saved us —not by righteous works that we did
ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the
washing of rebirth and the renewal by the Holy Spirit, ‘whom he
poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, "so
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs in
keeping with the hope of eternal life.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Junior Choir: Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
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Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Hymn: God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It CW 679
1 God’s own child, I gladly say it:
I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it,
gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many?
I have one worth more than any
that brought me salvation free,
lasting to eternity!

2 Sin, disturb my soul no longer:
I am baptized into Christ!
I have comfort even stronger:
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me
since my baptism did release me
in a dear forgiving flood,
sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

3  Satan, hear this proclamation:
I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I've traveled,
all your might has come unraveled,
and, against your tyranny,
God, my Lord, unites with me!
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4 Death, you cannot end my gladness:

I am baptized into Christ!

When I die, I leave all sadness
to inherit paradise!

Though I lie in dust and ashes

faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
to make life immortal mine.

Sermon: Matthew 3:13-1
3Then Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the
Jordan. “But John tried to stop him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and yet you come to me?”
5But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, because it is proper
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John let him. ®After Jesus
was baptized, he immediately went up out of the water. Suddenly,
the heavens were opened for him! He saw the Spirit of God,
descending like a dove and landing on him, 7and a voice out of the
heavens said, “This is my Son, whom I'love. I am well pleased with
him.”
The Baptism Of Jesus Is A Glorious Epiphany
L. It reveals the meaning of his ministry
II. It reveals the blessings of our baptism

Response to God’s Word: God’s Own Child CW 679
J]  There is nothing worth comparing
to this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring:
even there I'll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
still my soul continues praising;:
I am baptized into Christ;
I'm a child of paradise!

Offering

Prayer of the Church for Epiphany
P: As we celebrate the epiphany of your Son, dear Father, we rejoice
again to hear the good news of great joy that you sent your own dear
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Son to be the Savior of all nations. For fulfilling your prophecies and
for sending your Son in the fullness of time to bring salvation to all
people, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise.

C: The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people!
P: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully
human for our salvation, and yet he remains the all-powerful Lord of
all who changes gloom to joy, shame to honor, and darkness to light.
C: Great is the mystery of our faith; that God appeared in a body!

P: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that our Savior who once
came in such deep humility as a baby born in Bethlehem, still comes
to us in the humble means of grace —the Gospel in the Word of God
and the sacraments. Open our eyes to see the saving power of God
that lies hidden beneath the humble forms of preaching, the washing
of Holy Baptism, and our partaking of the Lord’s Supper.

C: Increase our desire to receive these precious gifts, so that we may
continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

P: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world
who do not know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and
healing. As the first followers of Jesus spread abroad the good news
of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make
use of the unique opportunities that our time presents to tell others of
what we have seen and heard concerning the Savior.

C: Grant that the good news of peace with God through Jesus may
comfort all people.

P: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our
praise to you, today and every day, as the joy of Epiphany remains in
our hearts.

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



The Sacrament

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

P: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us
as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of
grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

J] Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he,

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.



Lamb of God

J1 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace. Amen.

Distribution

Distribution Hymn: Jesus Comes Today with Healing Cw 668
1 Jesus comes today with healing,
knocking at my door, appealing,
off’ring pardon, grace, and peace.
He himself makes preparation,
and I hear his invitation:
“Come and taste the blessed feast.”

2 Christ himself, the priest presiding,
yet in bread and wine abiding
in this holy sacrament,
gives the bread of life, once broken,
and the cup, the precious token
of his sacred covenant.

3  Under bread and wine, though lowly,
I receive the Savior holy,
blood and body, giv'n for me,
very Lamb of God from heaven,
who to bitter death was given,
hung upon the cursed tree.

4 God descends with heav’'nly power,
gives himself to me this hour
in this ordinary sign.
On my tongue his pledge receiving,
I accept his grace, believing
that I taste his love divine.
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5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
whose own feast of love I savor,
bidden by his gracious call.
Wedding garments he provides me,

with a robe of white he hides me,
fits me for the royal hall.

6 Now have I found consolation,
comfort in my tribulation,
balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
cleanses me from sin and error,
makes my wounded spirit whole.

Distribution Hymn: Through Simple Water CW 685
1  Through simple water, drawn and poured,
united with his pow’rful Word,
in baptism Jesus sets us free
from sin’s dread pow’r and slavery.

2 There at the font with promise true
God brings his saving grace anew —
the sin-infected soul he heals
and all his pard’ning love reveals!

3 My sinful self was crucified
with Christ, as if I, too, had died;
and as he rose, I also rise
to live with strength that he supplies.

4  From that day on God helps me drown
the sinful self and hold it down.
I am made new; I'm born again,
repenting, trusting, serving him.

5 When doubts arise, when sin assails,
the pow’r of baptism never fails.
“I am baptized! What should I fear?
God’s love for me is always near!”
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Thanksgiving

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: And his mercy endures forever.

P: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with
this holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our
faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen

Closing Hymn: All Who Believe and Are Baptized CW 692
1  All who believe and are baptized
shall see the Lord’s salvation;
baptized into the death of Christ,
they are a new creation;
through Christ’s redemption they shall stand
among the glorious, heav’'nly band
of ev’ry tribe and nation.

2 With one accord, O God, we pray:
grant us your Holy Spirit;
help us in our infirmity
through Jesus’ blood and merit;
grant us to grow in grace each day
that by this sacrament we may
eternal life inherit.

EE G I I RN R
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Communion Registration Communicant members of St. Matthew’s are
reminded to register for Holy Communion on the “Care Card” found in the
pews. If you are visiting St. Matthew’s today, we request that you please
speak with the Pastor before communing. Questions and answers which
will assist you in preparing for partaking of the Lord’s Supper are found
beginning on page 295 in the hymnal.

EE I R I I

Members, Visitors & Guests—Welcome to St. Matthew’s!
May God open our eyes today to see how Jesus’ baptism reveals the
meaning of his ministry and the blessings of our baptism.

If you are visiting our service, please sign a “care card” in the
church pew or our guest book and come back to visit again soon.
Attendance Last Week— 229 (138/91) Bible Class — 70
Offering Last Week —$16,487.00 Sunday School - 10
(Meeting our 2026 Ministry Plan requires weekly offerings of $16,090.00.)
“The Lord has made his salvation known
and revealed his righteousness to the nations”
Psalm 98:2.

Announcements:

1. Installation of our newly elected church council will take place
today in the 10:30 service. Elected for 3 year terms are Buildings
and Grounds, Tim Graffin, Elder Chairman, George Ehlers, and
Treasurer, Brian Hartwig. May the Savior richly bless these men
as they serve Him and His Kingdom! Thank you to Phil Fry who
completed his term on the church council for his faithful service.

2. Funeral Don Dickinson was called to his eternal home on
Monday, January 5, 2026. A funeral service will take place on
Monday, January 12 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Matthews. We extend our
deepest sympathy to his loved ones. May God comfort those who
mourn with his precious promises in Christ Jesus.

3. Annual/Open Forum Meeting We will have an Open Forum
Meeting at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship area and we will hold our
Annual meeting following the 10:30 service on Sunday, January
11. We will review the past year and preview what lies ahead for
us. Please plan to attend.
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10.

Installation The installation of our incoming Pastor Daniel
Naumann will take place on Sunday, February 1, at 3:00 p.m. at
St. Matthew’s. The service will be followed by a catered meal
that will be served in the Fellowship area. We would ask
members of St. Matthew’s to sign up if you plan to attend so that
we can estimate the number of people to prepare for. The sign up
will be on the table in the Narthex. On that same table you will
find a box to use if you would like to give the Naumann family a
gift card or a monetary gift to welcome them to St. Matthew’s.
This is an exciting time for our congregation! Let’s make every
effort to give Pastor Naumann and his family a warm welcome.

Sunday Morning Bible Class — Sunday morning Bible class will
resume next Sunday, January 18 in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15
a.m. We are currently studying Galatians as we book through the
Bible. Please feel free to join the study.

Sunday School will begin at 9:15 a.m. We will meet in the library
for opening devotion. The children may be picked up in their
classrooms at 10:15 am.

The Women'’s Bible Study We are studying the book of David
next in God’s People Series. Through these books, you'll see how
God guides and cares for his people, both then and now, through
his abiding grace. Feel free to join the group on Wednesday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. all year long!

Toddlers through 274 graders of St. Matthew’s congregation and
their families are welcome to join us for the Great Bedtime Story
Pajama Party on Friday, January 16 from 6:00 p.m. —7:00 p.m.
There will be stories, activities and even a bedtime snack and
each kid will get to choose a free book to take home. Kids, feel
free to wear your pajamas! Invite your friends to join us too!

Evangelism/Outreach Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January
13 at 6:30 p.m. in the library. If you would like to help plan
activities for the coming year, we would love to have you join us!

2026 Offering Envelopes Your 2026 offering envelopes are
located in the bump out area at the end of the ramp. If you have
not picked your envelopes up, please do so soon. Thank you!
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11. Forward in Christ 2026 If you’d like to receive a copy of Forward
in Christ each month, please fill out the envelope located on the
bulletin board in the lower hallway and return with payment to
the church office. A check can be made out to St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church. The cost of the magazine is $13.00 for the year.
Checks are due by Sunday, January 25, 2026.

12. 2026 Flower Chart If you would like to supply altar flowers for a
Sunday in 2026, please sign up on the bulletin board in the lower
hallway. Thank you!

13. The Annual Boys Mustang Invitational Tournament will be a 6
team tournament held only on Saturday, January 24%. Games

will start at 9:00 a.m. with the last game beginning about 5:30
p-m. If you are interested and available to volunteer some hours
to help us out, please sign up on the lower bulletin board or talk
to Mrs. Fleming. Help is needed for concessions, (if you would
like to donate items for concessions, please use the sign up on the
bulletin board as well), tickets, and score table and high school
students needing volunteer hours are encouraged to sign up.

Assisting with Worship

Organist:
Meredith Moeller

Ushers:
8:00 a.m. — Rich Hatfield, Mike Borchardt, Ryan Borchardt, Kyle Stade,
Walton Stade
10:30 a.m. — Steve Sage, Collin Hilding
Next Week Ushers:
8:00 a.m. — George Ehlers, Bob Williams, Nico Caminata, Jack Caminata

10:30 a.m. — Tim Stirmel, Connor Stirmel
CODS:

Thursday, January 8, 6:30 p.m. — Kyle Stade
Sunday, January 11, 8:00 a.m. — Tim Graffin
Sunday, January 11, 10:30 a.m. — Trevor Sanchez
Next Week CODS:

Thursday, January 15, 6:30 p.m. — Zach Pfaffenbach
Sunday, January 18, 8:00 a.m. — George Ehlers
Sunday, January 18, 10:30 a.m. — Brian Hartwig
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Greeters
Sunday, January 11, 8:00 a.m. —Mike & Deb Lenser
Sunday, January 11, 10:30 a.m. — Craig & Cathy Sonntag
Next Week Greeters
Sunday, January 18, 8:00 a.m. —Mike & Bethann Borchardt
Sunday, January 18, 10:30 a.m. — Art & Linda Hilker
Church Cleaning:
January 17, 2026 —Jim Daley & Mike Fox families
January 24, 2026 — Phil Fry & Craig Groninger families

This Week at St. Matthew’s

Sunday

Worship with Communion 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Open Forum 9:15 in Fellowship Hall
Installation of Church Council 10:30 a.m.
Annual Meeting after 10:30 a.m. service.
Monday

Education Committee Meeting 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday

Fellowship/Outreach Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Elders Meeting 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday

Women'’s Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

Sr. Choir 5:45 -6:45 p.m.

Thursday

Worship Service 6:30 p.m.

Friday

Great Bedtime Story Pajama Party 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Sunday

Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

SS/Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.
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