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Worship for the 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

January 15 & 18, 2026 
 

Opening Hymn:  O God from God, O Light from Light  CW 629 

1 O God from God, O Light from Light, 

    O Prince of Peace and King of kings, 

to you in heaven’s glory bright 

    the song of praise forever rings. 

To him who sits upon the throne, 

    the Lamb once slain but raised again, 

be all the glory he has won, 

    all thanks and praise! Amen, amen. 
 

2 For deep in prophets’ sacred page, 

    and grand in poets’ wingèd word, 

slowly in type, from age to age 

    the nations saw their coming Lord; 

till through the deep Judean night 

    rang out the song, “Good will to men!” 

What angels sang in heav’nly light 

    reechoes now, “Good will!” Amen. 
 

3 That life of truth, those deeds of love, 

    that death of pain mid hate and scorn— 

these all are past, and now above 

    he reigns, our King once crowned with thorn. 

Lift up your heads, you heav’nly gates! 

    So sang his hosts, unheard by men. 

Lift up your heads, for you he waits. 

    We lift them up. Amen, amen. 

http://www.stmatthewsjanesville.org/
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Invocation 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

Confession of Sins 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is 

not in us. 

   If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 

only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for 

the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Song of Praise 

♫ Then sing to Christ a mighty song; 

    extol his name, his mercies tell! 

Sing, heav’nly hosts, your praise prolong, 

    and all on earth, your anthem swell! 

All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! 

    Forever let the song ascend! 

To Christ the King, enthroned to reign, 

    all glory, pow’r! Amen, amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

   And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, in your mercy you gave your one and only Son to 

be the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Open our 

eyes today by your Holy Spirit to see what a blessing it is to know 

him, what a privilege it is to be together with him, and what an 

opportunity we have to share him with others; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, now and forever. 

   Amen. 
 

Old Testament:  Genesis 22:1-14  

     Some time later God tested Abraham. He called to him, 

“Abraham!” 

     Abraham answered, “I am here.” 

     2God said, “Now take your son, your only son, whom you love, 

Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah. Offer him there as a whole burnt 

offering on one of the mountains, the one to which I direct you.” 

     3Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and 

took two of his young men with him, along with Isaac his son. 

Abraham split the wood for the burnt offering. Then he set out to go 

to the place that God had told him about. 4On the third day Abraham 

looked up and saw the place in the distance. 

      5Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey. 

The boy and I will go on over there. We will worship, and then we 

will come back to you.” 6Abraham took the wood for the burnt 

offering and loaded it on Isaac his son. He took the firepot and the 

knife in his hand. The two of them went on together. 

       7Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father?” 

      He said, “I am here, my son.” 

      He said, “Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb 

for a burnt offering?” 

      8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt 

offering, my son.” So the two of them went on together. 9They came 

to the place that God had told him about. Abraham built the altar 
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there. He arranged the wood, tied up Isaac his son, and laid him on 

the altar on top of the wood. 10Abraham stretched out his hand and 

took the knife to slaughter his son. 

      11The Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, “Abraham, 

Abraham!” 

     Abraham said, “I am here.” 

      12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not do anything 

to him. For now I know that you fear God, because you have not 

withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 
          13Abraham looked around and saw that there was a ram behind 

him, caught in the thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the 

ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.  
14Abraham called the name of that place “The Lord Will Provide.” So 

it is said to this day, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be 

provided.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

   Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse of the Day 

♫ Nations afar, in ign’rance deep, 

    Isles of the sea, where darkness lay, 

These hear his voice, they wake from sleep, 

    And throng with joy the heav’nward way. 

They cry with us, “Send forth your light, 

    O Lamb, once slain for sinful men; 

Burst Satan’s bonds, O God of might; 

    Set sinners free!” Amen. Amen. 
 

Epistle: 1 Peter 1:13-21  

     13Therefore, after preparing your minds for action by exercising 

self-control, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to 

you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14As obedient children, do not 

conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 
15Rather, just as the one who called you is holy, so also be holy in 

everything you do. 16For it is written, “Be holy, because I am holy.”  
       17If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to the 

work of each person, conduct yourselves during the time of your 

pilgrimage in reverence, 18because you know that you were 
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redeemed from your empty way of life handed down to you from 

your forefathers, not with things that pass away, such as silver or 

gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without 

blemish or spot. 20He was chosen before the foundation of the world 

but revealed in these last times for your sake. 21Through him you are 

believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 

so that your faith and hope are in God.   

The Word of the Lord. 

   Thanks be to God. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth.   

         I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.   

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

Hymn:  When All the World Was Cursed     CW 317 

1  When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation, 

   Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation. 

With true forerunner’s zeal The greater one he named, 

   And him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed. 
 

2  Before Saint John was born, He leaped in joyful meeting, 

   Confessing him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting. 

By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold, 

   He testified of him Whom prophets had foretold. 
 

3  Behold the Lamb of God, Who bears the world’s transgression, 

   Whose sacrifice removes The devil’s dread oppression. 

Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin, 

   Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win. 
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Sermon:  John 1:29-41 
       29The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

“Look! The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This 

is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘The one coming after me 

outranks me because he existed before me.’ 31I myself did not know 

who he was, but I came baptizing with water so that he would be 

revealed to Israel.” 

      32John also testified, “I saw the Spirit descend like a dove from 

heaven and remain on him. 33I myself did not recognize him, but the 

one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘The one on whom 

you see the Spirit descend and remain, he is the one who will baptize 

with the Holy Spirit.’ 34I saw this myself and have testified that this is 

the Son of God.” 

       35The next day, John was standing there again with two of his 

disciples. 36When John saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look! The 

Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they 

followed Jesus. 

       38When Jesus turned around and saw them following him, he 

asked, “What are you looking for?” 

       They said to him, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are 

you staying?” 

      39He told them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and saw 

where he was staying. They stayed with him that day. It was about 

the tenth hour.  
          40Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard 

John and followed Jesus. 41The first thing Andrew did was to find his 

own brother Simon and say to him, “We have found the Messiah!” 

(which is translated “the Christ”). 
 

 Look! God’s Lamb Is Revealed To You 

I. What a blessing to know him! 

II. What a privilege to be together with him! 

III. What an opportunity to share him! 
 

Response to God’s Word 

4 Oh, grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing, 

   The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing, 

That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way 

   Until we live with him In his eternal day. 
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Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church for Epiphany 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of 

time you came into our world to save us from sin and death: 

C:  You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

P:  Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by 

John, you came preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, 

forgiving and encouraging: 

C:  You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and 

the joy of salvation to those doomed to death. 

P:  Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our 

world.  Let the good news of salvation be heard in the remotest 

corners of the earth.  Open our own lips to speak your name to 

those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

C:  Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the 

light of your gospel. 

P:  Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may 

use our gifts to serve you and each other in willing gratitude and 

joy.  Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may 

remember your love and rejoice in your salvation.  Strengthen the 

faith of the sick and disheartened.  Give hope to those in despair 

and comfort those who mourn: 

C:  Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything 

we say and do. 

P:  Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home 

where we will stand in the full light of your glory and with all your 

saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph. In your 

mercy hear these prayers and hear us as we also pray: 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and 

ever.  

Amen.  
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Hymn:  The Lamb CW 525 

1 The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

    Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price! (Refrain) 
 

Ref  Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own! 

The Lamb is reigning on his throne. 
 

2 The Lamb, the Lamb, one perfect final offering. 

    The Lamb, the Lamb, let earth join heav’n his praise to sing. 

(Refrain) 
 

3 The Lamb, the Lamb, as wayward sheep their shepherd kill 

    so still, his will, on our behalf the law to fill. (Refrain) 
 

4 He sighs, he dies, he takes my sin and wretchedness. 

    He lives, forgives, he gives me his own righteousness. (Refrain) 
 

5 He rose, he rose, my heart with thanks now overflows. 

    His song prolong till ev’ry heart to him belong. (Refrain) 
 

Prayer    

P:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on 

your faithful people.  Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect 

and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving 

peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn:  O Jesus, Lamb of God You Are    CW ’93, 27 

1 O Jesus, Lamb of God, you are 

My comfort and my guiding star; 

I come, a sinner, trustingly 

And bring my many sins with me. 
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2 O Lord, my sin indeed is great; 

I groan beneath the dreadful weight. 

Be merciful to me, I pray; 

Take guilt and punishment away. 
 

3 Saint John the Baptist points to you 

And bids me cast my sin on you, 

For you have left your throne on high 

To suffer for the world and die. 
 

4 Help me to change my ways, O Lord, 

And gladly to obey your Word. 

While here I live, abide with me, 

Then take me home eternally. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements: 

1. Installation The installation of our incoming Pastor Daniel 

Naumann will take place on Sunday, February 1, at 3:00 p.m. at 

St. Matthew’s.  The service will be followed by a catered meal 

that will be served in the Fellowship area. We would ask 

members of St. Matthew’s to sign up if you plan to attend so that 

we can estimate the number of people to prepare for.  The sign up 

will be on the table in the Narthex.  On that same table you will 

find a box to use if you would like to give the Naumann family a 

gift card or a monetary gift to welcome them to St. Matthew’s.  

Members, Visitors & Guests—Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 

May the Spirit of God open our eyes today to see what a joy it is to 

know Jesus as the Lamb of God, what a privilege it is to be with 

him, and what an opportunity it is to share him with others! 

If you are visiting our service, please sign a “care card” in the 

church pew or our guest book and come back to visit again soon. 

Attendance Last Week— 268 (32, 161, 75)     Bible Class – 13 

Offering Last Week—$11,483.01                     Sunday School – 22 

(Meeting our 2026 Ministry Plan requires weekly offerings of $16,090.00.) 

“The LORD has made his salvation known  

and revealed his righteousness to the nations”  

Psalm 98:2. 
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This is an exciting time for our congregation!  Let’s make every 

effort to give Pastor Naumann and his family a warm welcome.   

2. Sunday Morning Bible Class –  Sunday morning Bible class will 

resume next Sunday, January 18 in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 

a.m.  We are currently studying Galatians as we book through the 

Bible.  Please feel free to join the study. 

3. Sunday School will begin at 9:15 a.m.  We will meet in the library 

for opening devotion. The children may be picked up in their 

classrooms at 10:15 am. 

4. The Women’s Bible Study  We are studying the book of Esther 

next in God’s People Series.   Through these books, you'll see how 

God guides and cares for his people, both then and now, through 

his abiding grace.  Feel free to join the group on Wednesday 

mornings at 9:30 a.m. all year long!   

5. Invitations to join us at St. Matthew’s for Worship  If you would 

like to invite a family member, friend, or neighbor to worship with 

us at St. Matthew’s, we now have invitations that you can mail out 

to invite them to join us.  The postcards are located on the white 

table in the narthex. 

6. Save the date for Cabin Fever Bingo! We have the perfect 

afternoon for you planned.  Join us Sunday, March 8 (1:00-3:00 

p.m.) for an exciting, heart-pumping, and invigorating afternoon 

of BINGO!  Prizes will be awarded.  Snacks will be provided.  

Fun WILL be had!  Invite your friends and family and get ready 

for a great time.  Sign up on the bulletin board in the lower lobby 

- hope to see you there! 

7. The Annual Boys Mustang Invitational Tournament will be a 6 

team tournament held only on Saturday, January 24th.  Games 

will start at 9:00 a.m. with the last game beginning about 5:30 

p.m.  If you are interested and available to volunteer some hours 

to help us out, please sign up on the lower bulletin board or talk 

to Mrs. Fleming.  Help is needed for concessions, (if you would 

like to donate items for concessions, please use the sign up on the 

bulletin board as well), tickets, and score table and high school 

students needing volunteer hours are encouraged to sign up. 
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8. Forward in Christ 2026  If you’d like to receive a copy of Forward 

in Christ each month, please fill out the envelope located on the 

bulletin board in the lower hallway and return with payment to 

the church office.  A check can be made out to St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church.  The cost of the magazine is $13.00 for the year.  

Checks are due by Sunday, January 25, 2026.  

9. 2026 Flower Chart If you would like to supply altar flowers for a 

Sunday in 2026, please sign up on the bulletin board in the lower 

hallway.  Thank you! 

Assisting with Worship 

Organist: 

Kathi Hendee 

Ushers: 

8:00 a.m. –  George Ehlers, Bob Williams, Nico Caminata, Jack Caminata 

10:30 a.m. – Tim Stirmel, Connor Stirmel 

Next Week Ushers: 

8:00 a.m. –  Gerald Wellnitz, Evan Burnside, Alex Schmitt, Mike Fox 

10:30 a.m. – Fred Shadoski, Russ Scott, Tim Graffin 

CODS: 

Thursday, January 15, 6:30 p.m. – Zach Pfaffenbach 

Sunday, January 18, 8:00 a.m. – George Ehlers 

Sunday, January 18, 10:30 a.m. – Brian Hartwig 

Next Week CODS: 

Thursday, January 22, 6:30 p.m. – Briton Peterson 

Sunday, January 25, 8:00 a.m. – Kyle Stade 

Sunday, January 25, 10:30 a.m. – Jim Daley 

Greeters 

Sunday, January 18, 8:00 a.m.  – Mike & Bethann Borchardt 

Sunday, January 18, 10:30 a.m.  – Art & Linda Hilker 

Next Week Greeters 

Sunday, January 25, 8:00 a.m.  – Bev Boughton 

Sunday, January 25, 10:30 a.m.  –John & Joanne May 

Church Cleaning: 

January 24, 2026 – Phil Fry & Craig Groninger families 

January 31, 2026 – Brian Hartwig & Scott Hendee families 
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This Week at St. Matthew’s 

Sunday 

Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School/Bible Study 9:15 a.m. 

Monday 

No School 

Tuesday 

Seedlings 8:15 – 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday 

Women’s Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

Sr. Choir 5:45 -6:45 p.m. 

Thursday 

Worship Service with Communion 6:30 p.m. 

Friday 

Sprouts Open Gym 8:00-9:30 a.m. 

Saturday 

Boys Mustang Invitational Tournament 

Sunday 

Worship with Communion 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 
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