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Opening Hymn: Not unto Us CW 582

1 Not unto us, not unto us be glory, Lord;
not unto us but to your name be praise;

not unto us but to your name all honor be giv'n
for matchless mercy, forgiveness, and grace.

2 Amazing grace—that chose us ere the worlds were made;
amazing grace—that sent your Son to save;

amazing grace—that robed us in your righteousness
and taught our lips to sing glory and praise.

3 O faithful love—that shepherded through faithless years;
forgiving love—that led us to your truth;

unyielding love —that would not let us turn from you
but sent us forth to speak pardon and peace.

4 Not unto us but to your name be glory, Lord,
for grace so rich, so wide, so high, so free.

Abide with us till trav’ling days are over and done,
and pilgrim feet lead us home, Lord, to you.

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.
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P: Hasten to save me, O God.
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.

Confession of Sins

P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess
our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive
us.

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.
Forgive me for Jesus’ sake.

P: Christ has died. Christ has risen from the dead. Christ will come
again in glory. In his great mercy, “God made us alive with Christ.
He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code that was
against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to
the cross.” Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Song of Praise (sung to tune of CW 573)

J] All glory be to God on high!
Your name, O Lord, we glorify;

We praise you for your peace and grace,
Your favor toward our fallen race.

J] Our grateful thanks to you we bring,
For your great glory, heav'nly King,

For all, O Father, you have done
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son.



J1 O Lamb of God, to you we pray.
You take all human sin away.

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;
From God’s right hand, your mercy share.

J] You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;
The Father’s glory you made known.
We by your Spirit sing again:
“All glory be to God!” Amen.

Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

P: Lord God, through the conversion of your apostle Paul, you
caused the light of the gospel to shine in all the world. Grant that we
may follow his example and be witnesses to the truth that is in your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Senior Choir: Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure Eternal

1. (Choir) Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal,
Alpha, Omega Beginning and End;
Godhead humanity, union supernal,
O great redeemer you come as our friend
Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great wonder:
Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal!

2. (Choir) Jesus has come! Now see bonds rent asunder!
Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear.
See him burst through with a voice as of thunder
He sets u free from our guilt and our fear,
Lifts us from shame to the place of his honor.



3. (Choir) Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer,
See now the threatening strong one disarmed!
Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s fortress,
Brings forth the prisn'ners triumphant, unharmed.
Satan you wicked one, own now your master!
Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer!

4. (Choir & Cong.) Jesus has come as the King of all glory!
Heaven and earth, O declare his great pow’r.
Capturing hearts and the heavenly story:
Welcome him now in this fast fleeting hour!
Ponder His love! Take the crown he has for you!
Jesus has come! He, the King of all glory!

Old Testament: 2 Chronicles 33:1-13; 15-16
Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he
ruled as king in Jerusalem for fifty-five years.

?He did evil in the eyes of the LORD by following the disgusting
practices of the nations which the LORD had driven out before the
people of Israel. *He rebuilt the high places which his father
Hezekiah had torn down. He erected altars to the Baals and made
Asherah poles. He worshipped the whole army of the heavens and
served them. *He built altars in the House of the LORD, about which
the LORD had said, “In Jerusalem my Name will be forever.” *He
built altars for the whole army of the heavens in the two courtyards
of the House of the LORD.

®He made his sons pass through the fire in the Valley of the Son
of Hinnom. He practiced fortune telling and sought omens and
consulted mediums and spiritists. He greatly increased the evil deeds
he did in the eyes of the LORD and provoked him to anger.

"He placed the image of the carved idol that he had made in the
House of God, about which God had said to David and to his son
Solomon, “In this house and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel, I will put my Name forever. I will not make
the feet of Israel wander again from the land which I assigned to their
fathers, but this will happen only if they are conscientious to carry
out everything I have commanded them, all of the law, the statutes,
and the ordinances given through Moses.”

“Manasseh seduced Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do
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more evil than the nations whom the LORD had destroyed before the
people of Israel.

10The LORD spoke to Manasseh and to his people, but they paid
no attention. 1'So the LORD brought the officials of the army of the
king of Assyria against them. They led Manasseh captive with hooks.
They bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon.

2When he was in distress, he sought the favor of the LORD his
God and humbled himself deeply before the God of his fathers. *He
prayed to the LORD, and the LORD responded to his prayer and
heard his plea for mercy. He brought him back to Jerusalem into his
own kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is the true
God... He removed the foreign gods and the idol from the House of
the LORD. He removed all the altars he had built on the mountain of
the House of the LORD and in Jerusalem and threw them outside of
the city. °He restored the altar of the LORD and offered sacrifices of
fellowship offerings and thank offerings on it. He commanded Judah
to serve the LORD, the God of Israel.
P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Verse of the Day (Tune: CW 573)
J] As by one man all mankind fell

and, born in sin, was doomed to hell,
so by one Man, who took our place,

we all were justified by grace.

J] We thank you, Christ; new life is ours,

new light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs.
This grace our ev’ry way attend

until we reach our journey’s end.

Gospel: Luke 19:1-10

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man named
Zacchaeus was there. He was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.
SHe was trying to see who Jesus was, but since he was short, he could
not see because of the crowd. *He ran on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see Jesus, because he was about to pass by that way.
*When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house



today.” ®He came down quickly and welcomed Jesus joyfully. "When
the people saw it, they were all grumbling because he went to be a
guest of a sinful man.
8Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I am

going to give half of my possessions to the poor. And if I have
cheated anyone out of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”

‘Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this house,
because he too is a son of Abraham. °For the Son of Man came to
seek and to save the lost.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Hymn: I Once Was Lost in Darkest Night  tune of CW 93, 338
11 once was lost in darkest night, yet thought I knew the way.
The sin that promised joy and life had led me to the grave.

I had no hope that you would own a rebel to your will,

and if you had not loved me first I would refuse you still.
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2 But as I ran my hell bound race indiff’rent to the cost,

you looked upon my helpless state and led me to the cross.
And I beheld God’s love displayed —you suffered in my place.
You bore the wrath reserved for me; now all I know is grace.

3 Now, Lord, I would be yours alone and live so all might see

the strength to follow your commands could never come from me.
O Father, use my ransomed life in any way you choose,

and let my song forever be —my only boast is you.

Sermon: Acts 9:1-22
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against
the disciples of the Lord. He went to the high priest 2and asked him
for letters to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any
men or women belonging to the Way, he might bring them to
Jerusalem as prisoners.
3As he went on his way and was approaching Damascus,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. “He fell to the
ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?”
He replied, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ‘But get up and
go into the city, and you will be told what you need to do.”
"The men traveling with him stood there speechless. They heard
the voice but did not see anyone.
8They raised Saul up from the ground, but when he opened his
eyes, he could not see anything. They took him by the hand and led
him into Damascus. °For three days he could not see, and he did not
eat or drink.
0There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said
to him in a vision, “Ananias!” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.”
'The Lord told him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight,
and at the house of Judas ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. In
fact, at this very moment he is praying. ?In a vision he has seen a
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he can
regain his sight.”
3Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many people about
this man and how much harm he did to your saints in Jerusalem.
14And he has authority here from the chief priests to arrest all who
call on your name.”



5The Lord said to him, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to
carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel.
!Indeed, I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”

7Ananias left and entered the house. Laying his hands on Saul, he
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, whom you saw on your way here,
has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy
Spirit.”

8Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he
could see again. He got up and was baptized. ’And after taking some
food, he regained his strength.

Saul stayed with the disciples in Damascus for several days.
YImmediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying,
“He is the Son of God.”

21A]l who heard him were amazed and said, “Isn’t this the one who
raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? Didn’t
he come here for this very purpose: to bring them as prisoners to the
chief priests?” 2But Saul continued to get stronger and kept
confounding the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus
is the Christ.

God Reveals His Grace In Every Conversion
1. Before it,
II. During it,
II1. Following it.

Response to God’s Word  tune of CW 93, 338
Jl My heart is filled with thankfulness
To him who walks beside,
Who floods my weaknesses with strength
And causes fears to fly,
Whose every promise is enough
For ev'ry step I take,
Sustaining me with arms of love
And crowning me with grace.

Offering

Prayer of the Church for Epiphany
P: As we celebrate the epiphany of your Son, dear Father, we rejoice
again to hear the good news of great joy that you sent your own dear
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Son to be the Savior of all nations. For fulfilling your prophecies and
for sending your Son in the fullness of time to bring salvation to all
people, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise.

C: The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people!
P: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully
human for our salvation, and yet he remains the all-powerful Lord of
all who changes gloom to joy, shame to honor, and darkness to light.
C: Great is the mystery of our faith; that God appeared in a body!

P: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that our Savior who once
came in such deep humility as a baby born in Bethlehem, still comes
to us in the humble means of grace —the Gospel in the Word of God
and the sacraments. Open our eyes to see the saving power of God
that lies hidden beneath the humble forms of preaching, the washing
of Holy Baptism, and our partaking of the Lord’s Supper.

C: Increase our desire to receive these precious gifts, so that we may
continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

P: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world
who do not know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and
healing. As the first followers of Jesus spread abroad the good news
of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make
use of the unique opportunities that our time presents to tell others of
what we have seen and heard concerning the Savior.

C: Grant that the good news of peace with God through Jesus may
comfort all people.

P: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our
praise to you, today and every day, as the joy of Epiphany remains in
our hearts.

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



The Sacrament

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

P: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who in blessing his
saints of the past has given us assurance and hope that, following
their example, we may run the race marked out for us and receive the
crown of glory that will never fade away. Therefore, with all the
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and
join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167

J] Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he,

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169

J1 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace. Amen.

Distribution

Distribution Hymn: Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior CW 659
1 Jesus Christ, our blesseéd Savior, turned away God’s wrath forever;
by his bitter grief and woe he saved us from the evil foe.

2 As his pledge of love undying, he, this precious food supplying,
gives his body with the bread and with the wine the blood he shed.

3 Jesus here himself is sharing; take heed how you are preparing,
for if you do not believe, judgment instead you shall receive.

4 Useless would be Jesus’ passion if salvation you could fashion.
Do not come if you suppose you need not him who died and rose.

5 Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, and receive my grace and favor;
those who feel no pain or ill need no physician’s help or skill.”

6 Then hold fast with faith unshaken that this food is to be taken
by the souls who are distressed, by hearts that long for peace and rest.

7 Praise the Father, who from heaven unto us such food has given
and, to mend what we have done, gave into death his only Son.

8 If your heart this truth professes and your mouth your sin confesses,
surely you will be his guest and at his banquet ever blest.

Distribution Hymn: By Grace I'm Saved CW 575
1 By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless;
my soul, believe and doubt it not.
Why waver at this word of promise?
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught?
So then this word must true remain:
by grace you, too, shall heav’n obtain.
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2 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,
came down to earth to bear our sin.

Was it because of your own merit
that Jesus died, your soul to win?

No, it was grace, and grace alone,

that brought him from his heav’'nly throne.

3 By grace! O mark this word of promise
when you are by your sins oppressed,

when Satan plagues your troubled conscience,
and when your heart is seeking rest.

What reason cannot comprehend

God by his grace to you did send.

4 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
in tribulation’s furnace tried,

by grace, despite all fear and trouble,
the Father’s heart is open wide.

Where could I help and strength secure

if grace were not my anchor sure?

5 By grace! On this I'll rest when dying;

in Jesus’ promise I rejoice,
for though I know my heart’s condition,

I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
since I am saved by grace alone.

Thanksgiving

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: And his mercy endures forever.
P: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with
this holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our
faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: Amazing Grace CW 576
1 Amazing grace —how sweet the sound —that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.

2 The Lord has promised good to me, his Word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
"tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

4 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

L I I R I

Communion Registration Communicant members of St. Matthew’s are
reminded to register for Holy Communion on the “Care Card” found in the
pews. If you are visiting St. Matthew’s today, we request that you please
speak with the Pastor before communing. Questions and answers which
will assist you in preparing for partaking of the Lord’s Supper are found
beginning on page 295 in the hymnal.

ECEE I

Members, Visitors & Guests —Welcome to St. Matthew’s!
May God open our eyes to see and fill our hearts with joy at the
grace of God revealed before, during, and following the
conversion of every sinner.

If you are visiting our service, please sign a “care card” in the

church pew or our guest book and come back to visit again soon.
Attendance Last Week — 225 (43, 90, 92) Bible Class - 38
Offering Last Week —$13,050.00 Sunday School - 10
(Meeting our 2026 Ministry Plan requires weekly offerings of $16,090.00.)
“Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth”
Psalm 57.5.
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Announcements:

1.

Installation The installation of our incoming Pastor Daniel
Naumann will take place on Sunday, February 1, at 3:00 p.m. at
St. Matthew’s. The service will be followed by a catered meal
that will be served in the Fellowship area. We would ask
members of St. Matthew’s to sign up if you plan to attend so that
we can estimate the number of people to prepare for. The sign up
will be on the table in the Narthex. On that same table you will
find a box to use if you would like to give the Naumann family a
gift card or a monetary gift to welcome them to St. Matthew’s.
Please consider using Scrip available from Cathy Sonntag
(Sunday) or Lori Sage (during the week). This is an exciting time
for our congregation! Let’s make every effort to give Pastor
Naumann and his family a warm welcome.

Sunday Morning Bible Class — Sunday morning Bible class will
meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. We are currently
studying Ephesians as we book through the Bible. Please feel free
to join the study.

Sunday School will begin at 9:15 a.m. We will meet in the library
for opening devotion. The children may be picked up in their
classrooms at 10:15 am.

The Women'’s Bible Study We are studying the book of Esther
next in God’s People Series. Through these books, you'll see how

God guides and cares for his people, both then and now, through
his abiding grace. Feel free to join the group on Wednesday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. all year long!

Save the date for Cabin Fever Bingo! We have the perfect
afternoon for you planned. Join us Sunday, March 8 (1:00-3:00
p-m.) for an exciting, heart-pumping, and invigorating afternoon
of BINGO! Prizes will be awarded. Snacks will be provided.
Fun WILL be had! Invite your friends and family and get ready
for a great time. Sign up on the bulletin board in the lower lobby
- hope to see you there!

2026 Flower Chart If you would like to supply altar flowers for a
Sunday in 2026, please sign up on the bulletin board in the lower
hallway. Thank you!
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7. Invitations to join us at St. Matthew’s for Worship If you would
like to invite a family member, friend, or neighbor to worship with
us at St. Matthew’s, we now have invitations that you can mail out
to invite them to join us. The postcards are located on the white
table in the narthex.

8. Forward in Christ 2026 If you'd like to receive a copy of Forward
in Christ each month, please fill out the envelope located on the
bulletin board in the lower hallway and return with payment to
the church office. A check can be made out to St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church. The cost of the magazine is $13.00 for the year.
Checks are due by Sunday, January 25, 2026.

Assisting with Worship

Organist:
Meredith Moeller
Ushers:
8:00 a.m. — Gerald Wellnitz, Evan Burnside, Alex Schmitt, Mike Fox
10:30 a.m. — Fred Shadoski, Russ Scott, Tim Graffin

Next Week Ushers:
8:00 a.m. — Doug Mcllvain, Dane Mcllvain, Jeff Burandt, Nathan Wagner
10:30 a.m. — Tom May, Ben May, Eddie May

CODS:

Thursday, January 22, 6:30 p.m. — Briton Peterson
Sunday, January 25, 8:00 a.m. — Kyle Stade
Sunday, January 25, 10:30 a.m. — George Ehlers
Next Week CODS:

Thursday, January 29, 6:30 p.m. — Tim Graffin
Sunday, January 29, 8:00 a.m. — Tim Stirmel
Sunday, February 1, 10:30 a.m. — Karl Kroening
Greeters
Sunday, January 25, 8:00 a.m. — Bev Boughton
Sunday, January 25, 10:30 a.m. —John & Joanne May

Next Week Greeters
Sunday, February 1, 8:00 a.m. — George & Jan Ehlers
Sunday, February 1, 10:30 a.m. — Karin Delong-Eichman
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Assisting with Worship (continued)

Church Cleaning:
January 31, 2026 — Brian Hartwig & Scott Hendee families
February 7, 2026 — Roger Howard & Pastor Janke families

This Week at St. Matthew’s

Sunday
Worship with Communion 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School/Bible Study 9:15 a.m.

Wednesday
Women’s Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Sr. Choir 5:45 -6:45 p.m.

Thursday

Worship with Communion Service 6:30 p.m.
Parent/Teacher Conferences. All children dismissed at 11:30 a.m.
No Preschool Class Today

Friday

Parent/Teacher Conferences — No School

Saturday

Mustang Café Rental 11:00-3:00 p.m.

Sunday

Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.

Installation Service for Pastor Daniel Naumann 3:00 p.m.
Meal to follow in the Fellowship Hall.
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