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Opening Hymn: The People Who in Darkness Walked CW 381
1 The people who in darkness walked

have seen a glorious light;
the heav’nly dawn broke forth on those

who dwelt in death and night, who dwelt in death and night.

2 To us a child of hope is born,
to us a son is giv'n,
and on his shoulders ever rests
all pow’r in earth and heav’n, all pow’r in earth and heav’n.

3 His name shall be the Prince of Peace,
the Everlasting Lord,
the Wonderful, the Counselor,
the God by all adored, the God by all adored.

4 His righteous government and pow’r
shall over all extend,;
on judgment and on justice based,
his reign shall have no end, his reign shall have no end.

5 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
and make us yours alone,
for you are with the Father and
the Spirit ever one, the Spirit ever one.
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Invocation
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession of Sins
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is
not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for
the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory Be to God
J1 Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,
O Lord God, heav’'nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
are most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of
the world. Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and
sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he
may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit,
lives and reigns one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord is dawning upon you.
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2Look, darkness covers the earth,
and deep darkness covers the peoples,
but the Lord will dawn upon you,
and his glory will be seen over you.
SNations will walk to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
“Look up. Look all around and see!
All of them have been gathered.
They are coming to you.
Your sons will come from far away,
and people will carry your daughters on their side.
5Then you will look and be radiant.
Your heart will race with excitement and burst with joy.
For great riches from the sea will be delivered to you.
The wealth of the nations will come to you.
6Caravans of camels will cover your land,
young camels from Midian and Ephah.
All those from Sheba will come.
They will carry gold and incense,
and they will announce the good news of the praise of the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse of the Day
J] Arise and shine, your light has come,
God’s glory now has dawned.
As peoples see your righteousness
They join to praise your God; they join to praise your God.

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was
king, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. ?They asked,
“Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When King Herod
heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. *He gathered
together all the people’s chief priests and experts in the law. He asked
them where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, because this was written through the prophet:
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®You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least
among the rulers of Judah: because out of you will come a ruler,
who will shepherd my people, Israel.”

"Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from
them exactly when the star had appeared. ®He sent them to
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. When
you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and worship him.”

°After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still
over the place where the child was. 'When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 'After they went into the house and
saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and
worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him
gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 2Since they had been warned in
a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country
by another route.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Apostles’ Creed
AllL: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn: O Jesus, King of Glory CW 93, 94
1 O Jesus, King of glory, Both David's Lord and son!
Your rule endures forever; In heaven is your throne.
Help that in earth's dominions, From pole to farthest pole,
Your reign may spread salvation To each benighted soul.
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2 The eastern Magi, coming Their gifts of love to bring,
Bear witness to your glory And worship you, their King.
To you the star is pointing And the prophetic Word;
So joyously we hail you: Our Savior and our Lord.

3 You are a mighty monarch, As by your Word is told,
And yet you care but little For earthly goods or gold.
You do not come displaying Your power and renown.
You dwell in no high castle; You wear no jeweled crown.

4 Oh, look on me with pity Though I am weak and poor;
Admit me to your kingdom To dwell there, blest and sure.

I pray, Lord, guide and keep me Safe from my bitter foes,
From sin and death and Satan; Free me from all my woes.

Sermon: Acts 10:34-46

#Then Peter began to speak: “Now I really am beginning to
understand that God does not show favoritism, ®*but in every nation,
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
%He sent his word to the people of Israel, proclaiming the good news
of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.

7“You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John preached. 3*God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went around
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the Devil,
because God was with him.

¥“Indeed, we are witnesses of all the things he did in the country
of the Jews and in Jerusalem, yet they killed him by hanging him on a
cross. “But God raised him on the third day and caused him to be
seen, *Inot by all the people, but by the witnesses God had already
chosen—by us, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. ?He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
solemnly that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living
and the dead. *All the prophets testify about him that, through his
name, everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins.”

#“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came
on all who were listening to the message. *All the circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were amazed that the gift of the
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Holy Spirit had been poured out, even on the Gentiles. “For they
heard them speaking in other languages and praising God.

Spend Epiphany With Simon Peter
I. Celebrate the Epiphany granted to him
II. Participate in the Epiphany granted through him

Response to God’s Word

5 Then let your Word within me Shine as the fairest star;
Keep sin and all false doctrine Forever from me far.

Help me confess you truly And with all Christendom
Here hail you King and Savior And in the world to come.

Offering

Prayer of the Church for Epiphany

P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of
time you came into our world to save us from sin and death:

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.

P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by
John, you came preaching and teaching, healing and comforting,
forgiving and encouraging;:

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and
the joy of salvation to those doomed to death.

P: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our
world. Let the good news of salvation be heard in the remotest
corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to
those around us who still live without faith or hope:

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the
light of your gospel.

P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may
use our gifts to serve you and each other in willing gratitude and
joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may
remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the
faith of the sick and disheartened. Give hope to those in despair
and comfort those who mourn:

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything
we say and do.



P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home
where we will stand in the full light of your glory and with all your
saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph. In your
mercy hear these prayers and hear us as we also pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn: Rise, Shine, You People tune of CW 747

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
our human story; God in him is centered.

He comes to us, by / death and sin surrounded,
with grace unbounded.

2 See how he sends the / pow’rs of evil reeling;
he brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
now are forgiven.

3 Come, celebrate, your / banners high unfurling,
your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out / and tell the story
of Jesus’ glory.

4 Tell how the Father sent his Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who / life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation
his new creation.

Prayer

P: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on
your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect
and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light cw 713
11 want to walk as a child of the light.

I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.

The star of my life is Jesus. (Refrain)

Ref In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father. (Refrain)

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.

When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus. (Refrain)

Members, Visitors & Guests— Welcome to St. Matthew’s!
Let us spend this Epiphany with Simon Peter celebrating the
epiphany granted to him and participating in epiphany with him!
If you are visiting our service, please sign a “care card” in the
church pew or our guest book and come back to visit again soon.
Attendance Christmas Eve - 235
Attendance Christmas Day - 175
Attendance Last Sunday — 165 (87, 78)
Offering Last Week—$17,670.00
(Meeting our 2025 Ministry Plan requires weekly offerings of $15,432.00.)
“The LORD has made his salvation known
and revealed his righteousness to the nations”
Psalm 98:2.
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Announcements:

1.

Sunday Morning Bible Class — Sunday morning Bible class will
take place in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. We are currently
studying Galatians as we book through the Bible. Please feel free
to join the study.

Sunday School will begin at 9:15 a.m. We will meet in the library
for opening devotion. The children may be picked up in their
classrooms at 10:15 am.

The Women'’s Bible Study We are studying the book of David
next in God’s People Series. Through these books, you'll see how
God guides and cares for his people, both then and now, through

his abiding grace. Feel free to join the group on Wednesday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. all year long!

Annual/Open Forum Meeting We will have an Open Forum
Meeting at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship area and we will hold our
Annual meeting following the 10:30 service on Sunday, January
11. We will review the past year and preview what lies ahead for
us. Please plan to attend.

Pen Pals Needed for our 3rd and 4th Graders! Our 3rd and 4th
graders are excited to practice their handwriting, spelling, and

letter writing skills through a Pen Pal program and we'd love
your help! We are looking for congregation members of all ages
who would enjoy exchanging a letter once or twice a month with
one of our students. This is a simple, but meaningful way to
support our students in their learning, brighten a child's day, and
share Christian encouragement. If you're interested, please let
Miss Moeller know. We need 10 helpers and will start in January!
Thank you!

Thank You

Dear Members of St. Matthews,

Once again, Ann and I have been overwhelmed by the kindness and

generosity you lavished on us during this past Christmas season.

Thank you so much! Since this will be my last Christmas season as

your full-time pastor, I would like to add an additional word of
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thanks. One of the greatest (and most humbling) parts of the pastoral
ministry is leading God’s people to the manger in Bethlehem to
worship the Word made flesh for us and our salvation. It has been a
distinct privilege to work with our choir and orchestra and organists
over the past thirteen years to put together services that (hopefully
©) edified you (and the members of your family that you had the
courage to bring with you ©) and glorified God. I thank all of you for
permitting me to be a part of your Christmas (and Easter)
celebrations, and I thank our Lord for giving me such a glorious
message to share with you! May God bless you and St. Matthew’s in
the years to come! Serving the Savior with you, Pastor Janke and Ann.

Dear Members of St. Matthews,

The kindness of St. Matthews towards us again this Christmas season
was beyond amazing. The congregation's generous gift, each of the
personal gifts, notes and cards we received, filled our hearts with
gratitude. We ask our Lord and Savior to fill each of your hearts with
all the blessings given to you in Bethlehem's manger. Pastor Ken and
Pat Arndt

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Once again, I am humbled by the generosity extended to me this
Christmas by the members of St. Matthews. I want to thank all for
their gifts, cards and comments. May the blessings of our newborn
King be yours now and into the New Year.

In His service, Dale and Lynn Beutin

Assisting with Worship

Organist:
Meredith Moeller

Ushers:
8:00 a.m. — Mark Schulz, Mike Lenser, Kevin Paasch
10:30 a.m. — Tom May, Ben May, Eddie May
Next Week Ushers:
8:00 a.m. — Rich Hatfield, Mike Borchardt, Ryan Borchardt, Kyle Stade,
Walton Stade
10:30 a.m. — Steve Sage, Collin Hilding
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CODS:

Sunday, January 4, 8:00 a.m. — Karl Kroening
Sunday, January 4, 10:30 a.m. — Jim Daley
Next Week CODS:

Thursday, January 8, 6:30 p.m. — Kyle Stade
Sunday, January 11, 8:00 a.m. — Tim Graffin
Sunday, January 11, 10:30 a.m. — Trevor Sanchez
Greeters
Sunday, January 4, 8:00 a.m. - Linda & Bob Williams
Sunday, January 4, 10:30 a.m. — Steve & Lori Sage
Next Week Greeters

Sunday, January 11, 8:00 a.m. —Mike & Deb Lenser
Sunday, January 11, 10:30 a.m. — Craig & Cathy Sonntag

Church Cleaning:
January 10, 2026 — Mark Butzow & Jeff Christianson families

January 17, 2026 —Jim Daley & Mike Fox families

This Week at St. Matthew’s

Sunday

Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
SS/Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.
Monday

School Resumes

Evening Guild 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday

Women'’s Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

Sr. Choir 5:45 -6:45 p.m.

Church Council 6:30 p.m.

Thursday

Worship with Communion
6:30 p.m.

Friday

Sprouts 9:00-10:00 a.m.

Saturday

Men’s Bible Study at the
Citrus Café 8:00 a.m.

Sunday

Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Open Forum 9:15 in
Fellowship Hall

Annual Meeting after
10:30 a.m. service.
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