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Opening Hymn: Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly  cw 748
1 Brothers, sisters, let us gladly
give to God our all, our best:
service hearty, thorough, honest,
with a living love impressed.
All our duty, all our striving,
all our time to him belong;
praise him, then, with true devotion,
come before him with a song.

2 By his mercy, by his bounty,
by the gift of Christ, his Son,
what great goodness he has shown us,
what high marvels he has done!
Let us to him promptly, freely,
yield our bodies and our souls,
thankful that his love protects us,
that his wisdom all controls.

3 Gracious Lord, accept our service
for the sake of Christ, your Son;

lo, our hope abides now only
in the righteousness he won.

Bless and save us, help and guide us,
watch to comfort and restore,

till in heav'n we rest rejoicing,
praising you forevermore.
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Invocation
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession of Sins

P: Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with true hearts and confess
our sins to God our Father,

C: asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
P: Most holy and merciful Father, we are sinful from birth

C: and we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words,
in our deeds.

P: We have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.

C: Have mercy on us, Lord.

P: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness; the pride, the
apathy, and selfishness in our lives.

C: Have mercy on us, Lord.

P: Our negligence in worship and prayer, and our failure to confess
with our lives the faith that is in us

C: we confess and plead with you, for Jesus’ sake to forgive us.

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and
has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all
our sins. To those who believe this he gives power to become the
sons of God and has promised them his Holy Spirit. Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C: Amen.

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Song of Praise (sung to tune of CW 306)

J] All glory be to God on high!
Your name, O Lord, we glorify;

We praise you for your peace and grace,
Your favor toward our fallen race.

Our grateful thanks to you we bring,
For your great glory, heav'nly King,

For all, O Father, you have done
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son.
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O Lamb of God, to you we pray.
You take all human sin away.

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;
From God’s right hand, your mercy share.

You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;
The Father’s glory you made known.
We by your Spirit sing again:
“All glory be to God!” Amen.

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

P: Dearest Jesus, you became poor so that we might become rich. In
addition to forgiveness and eternal life, you have given us blessings
far too numerous to count. So inspire us by your generosity that we
devote all we have and all we are to the glory of your name and the
well-being of others. Help us learn the joy of giving, the value of
faithful labor, and the satisfaction of time well spent. Replace our fear
and selfishness with the confidence that you will provide everything
we need for doing good and will do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine. We ask this in your name for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Old Testament: Malachi 3:7-12

’Since the days of your fathers, you have turned aside from my
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to
you, says the Lord of Armies. You say, “In what way should we
return?”

8Will a man rob God? You are robbing me!

You say, “How have we robbed you?”

In regard to the tithe and the special offering. “You are being
cursed since all of you, the whole nation, are robbing me. 1°Bring the
complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in my
house. Just test me in this, says the Lord of Armies. See whether I do
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not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on
you, until there is more than enough. "I will restrain the devouring
swarm so that it will not destroy your produce from your soil. Your
vine in the field will not be without fruit, says the Lord of Armies.
12All the nations will call you blessed, because you will be a delightful
land, says the Lord of Armies.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Verse of the Day: (sung to tune of CW 306)
Christ is my everlasting all.

To him I look; on him I call.
He will my ev’ry need supply

In time and through eternity.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Gospel: Luke 21:1-4
Jesus looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the
offering box. ZHe saw a poor widow there putting in two small coins.
SHe said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow put in more than
everyone, for all these put in some of their leftovers as gifts to God,
but she, out of her poverty, put in all that she had to live on.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
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he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Hymn: O Lord of Heaven and Earth and Sea CWw 93, 487 (1-6)
1 O Lord of heav’n and earth and sea,

To you all praise and glory be!
How can we thank you properly

Who gives us all?

2 The golden sunshine, springtime air,
Sweet flow’rs and fruit your love declare;
When harvests ripen, you are there,
Who gives us all.

3 For peaceful homes and healthful days,
For all the blessings earth displays

We owe you thankfulness and praise,
Who gives us all.

4 You did not spare your only Son,
But gave him for a world undone,

And freely with that blessed one
You give us all.

5 We have your Spirit ev'ry hour,
The Lord of life and love and pow'r,
He will his sev’'nfold graces show’r
Upon us all.



6 For means of grace, for sins forgiv'n,

For souls redeemed and hopes of heav'n,
What can to you, O Lord, be giv'n,

Who gives us all?

Sermon: II Corinthians 9:6-11

¢ Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is
able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. ? As it
is written:

“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;

his righteousness endures forever.”

1"Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the
harvest of your righteousness. ! You will be made rich in every way
so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

God Loves A Cheerful Giver
1. See one
II. Be one

Response to God’s Word: CW '93, 487 (7-8)
7 We lose what on ourselves we spend;
We have as treasures without end
Whatever, Lord, to you we lend,
Who gives us all.

8 Dear Lord, from you we all derive
Our life, our gifts, our pow’r to give.
Oh, may we ever with you live,
Who gives us all!

Offering



Prayer of the Church

P: Lord of our lives, by sending your Son to live and die as our
perfect substitute, you provided forgiveness and salvation for a
world of sinners. We praise you for your generous saving love. We
thank you for reaching out to each of us personally with your Word,
the water of Baptism, and your body and blood in Holy Communion.
You have set us apart as people who belong to you, people whose
purpose in life is to receive your love and live to your glory.

C: You, O Lord, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from
tears, my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before the LORD in
the land of the living.

P: Gracious Father, remind us that you have called us to live for you
and not for ourselves or according to the standards of the world
around us. Help us devote our time, our talents, our energy, and all
that you have placed into our hands to those things that will be of
value for eternity. Help us to love you and others and to use all you
have given us to your glory, instead of loving things and trying to
use you and others for our own selfish interests.

C: Turn from evil and do good; then you will always live securely.
For the LORD loves the just and will not forsake his faithful ones.
P: Bless all who are suffering or in need. Be with the lonely and the
grief-stricken. Move us to use the unique gifts you have given each
of us to bring comfort and help to those who need it. Bless the
government and the Church, and help us be blessings to both.

C: Blessed is he who has regard for the weak; the LORD delivers
him in times of trouble.

P: Crush the selfishness that comes to us naturally, and fill us with
joyful generosity. Grant that the gifts we bring to you may show that
we are just as diligent and just as interested in carrying out your
business as we are in carrying out our own. Lord Jesus, as we lay our
gifts on your altar, we ask you to accept them —not because they are
so valuable or precious, but because they are tokens of our love for
you. Use them in your work of saving souls for eternal life in heaven.
Hear these prayers for Jesus” sake and hear us as we pray as he
taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
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us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that
where two or three come together in his name, there he is with them
to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name
and joy their glorious song;:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he,

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us.

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant
us your peace. Amen.

Distribution

Distribution Hymn: Take and Eat CWé676
Ref Take and eat, take and eat,

this is my body given up for you.
Take and drink, take and drink,

this is my blood given up for you.

11 am the Word that spoke and light was made;
I am the seed that died to be reborn;
I am the bread that comes from heav’n above;
I am the vine that fills your cup with joy. (Refrain)

21 am the way that leads the exile home;
I am the truth that sets the captive free;
I am the life that raises up the dead;
I am your peace, true peace my gift to you. (Refrain)

3 I am the Lamb that takes away your sin;
I am the gate that guards you night and day;
you are my flock: you know the shepherd’s voice;
you are my own: your ransom is my blood. (Refrain)

4 T am the cornerstone that God has laid;
a chosen stone and precious in his eyes;
you are God’s dwelling-place, on me you rest;
like living stones, a temple for God’s praise. (Refrain)



51 am the light that came into the world;
I am the light that darkness cannot hide;
I am the Morning Star that never sets;
lift up your face, in you my light will shine. (Refrain)

6 I am the first and last, the Living One;
I am the Lord who died that you might live;
I am the bridegroom, this my wedding song;
you are my bride, come to the marriage feast. (Refrain)

Distribution Hymn: Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us CWw 767
1 Lord of glory, you have bought us
with your lifeblood as the price,
never grudging for the lost ones
that tremendous sacrifice;
and with that have freely given
blessings countless as the sand
to th’_unthankful and the evil
with your own unsparing hand.

2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you
gladly, freely, of your own.

With the sunshine of your goodness
melt our thankless hearts of stone

till our cold and selfish natures,
warmed by you, at length believe

that more happy and more blessed
"tis to give than to receive.

3 Wondrous honor you have given
to our humblest charity
in your own mysterious sentence,
“You have done it all for me.”
Can it be, O gracious Master,
that you need what we can do,
saying by your poor and needy,
“Give as I have giv'n to you”?
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4 Lord of glory, you have bought us
with your lifeblood as the price,

never grudging for the lost ones
that tremendous sacrifice.

Give us faith to trust you boldly,
hope, to stay our souls on you;

but, oh, best of all your graces,
with your love our love renew.

Thanksgiving

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: And his mercy endures forever.

P: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

P: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness
you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that
through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament.
We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and
minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after
day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee Cw 93, 316
1 O Jesus, blessed Lord, to thee My heartfelt thanks forever be,
Who hast so lovingly bestowed On me thy body and thy blood.

2 Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: What wealth is come to me this day!
My Savior dwells within my heart - How blest am I! How good thou art!
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Communion Registration Communicant members of St. Matthew’s are
reminded to register for Holy Communion on the “Care Card” found in the
pews. If you are visiting St. Matthew’s today, we request that you please
speak with the Pastor before communing. Questions and answers which will
assist you in preparing for partaking of the Lord’s Supper are found
beginning on page 295 in the hymnal. Please note:
e For those who prefer grape juice, in the center of each tray there are
purple individual cups containing grape juice.
o Those who prefer a gluten-free wafer will find individually wrapped
wafers in the tray on the table where the bread is located.
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Members, Visitors & Guests—Welcome to St. Matthew’s!
Let us see a cheerful giver today and pray that God would help us
be cheerful givers since Scripture says: “God loves a cheerful giver.”
If you are visiting our service, please sign a “care card” in the
church pew or our guest book and come back to visit again soon.
Attendance Last Sunday — 229 (40, 117, 72)  Bible Class — 58
Offering Last Week —$18,445.75 Sunday School - 18
(Meeting our 2025 Ministry Plan requires weekly offerings of $15,432.00.)
“How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me?
T will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the LORD”
Psalm 116:12 & 17.

Announcements:

1. The flowers on the altar have been given by Don and Bridget
Dickinson in loving memory of Norm and Grace Dickinson and
Barb and Ludwig Kavetschanky.

2. A Call Meeting was held on Monday, September 29 at 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Nickolas Haasch from Peace Lutheran in Green Lake, WI
was called to be our pastor. Please keep Pastor Haasch in your
prayers as he deliberates both of his calls.

3. Upcoming Meetings: On Sunday, October 26, we will have an
Open Forum meeting between services and a Voters’ meeting after
the 10:30 service. At the Open Forum meeting there will be
discussion of our Call for a pastor, vacancies on the church

council, a preliminary ministry plan for 2026, and replacement of
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two furnaces for the school. |A decision will be made regarding
the school furnaces at the Voters” meeting on the 26%. On Sunday,
November 16 there will be a Voters” meeting to approve the 2026
budget and to vote for new church council officers. Please plan to
attend these very important meetings!

Sunday Morning Bible Class — Sunday morning Bible class will
take place in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. We are currently
studying St. Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome as we book
through the Bible. Next we will take up a brief study of

I Corinthians. Please feel free to join the study.

Sunday School will begin at 9:15 a.m. We will meet in the library
for opening devotion. The children may be picked up in their
classrooms at 10:15 am.

The Women'’s Bible Study We will study the book of Ruth next
in God’s People Series. Through these books, you'll see how God

guides and cares for his people, both then and now, through his
abiding grace. Feel free to join the group on Wednesday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. all year long!

Scholastic Book Fair is here! The book fair will be open today in
between services and after the 10:30 service. Come browse our
selection and make someone’s day by buying them a book!
Books make wonderful gifts!

Fall Clothing Drive The Evening Guild will be having their Fall
Clothing Drive on October 24" and 25%. If you have gently used

Fall or Winter clothing, household items, etc. that you no longer
need or want, they may be brought to the school lobby on Friday,
October 24, and on Saturday, October 25% until noon. All items
will be taken to “Twice is Nice” in Jefferson. If you have any
questions, please call Shari Scheibe at 608-757-9467 or Sally
Wellnitz at 608-752-2037.

Church Council Elections: November is the month of the church
year when there will be a voter’s meeting to elect three members
of the Church Council for a three-year term. This year, the
positions up for election will be that of Elder Chairman, Building
and Grounds Committee Chairman, and Treasurer. You may be
asked by one of the outgoing councilmen if you will consider
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11.

12.

13.

being a candidate, but if you have not been contacted and wish to
run for one of these positions, are at least 21 years old, and have
been a member of a WELS/ELS church for at least one year,
please contact Karl Kroening, Council Vice President. If you have
any questions on the responsibilities of these offices, they are
defined within the Constitution of St. Matthew’s or talk to one of
the outgoing officers — George Ehlers (Elder Chairman), Phillip
Fry (Building and Grounds Committee Chairman), or Brian
Hartwig (Treasurer).

Extended Scrip Program You can pick up your Extended Scrip
forms on the table in the Narthex. These forms are due by

Tuesday, November 11. If you have any questions, please call
Cathy Sonntag at 608-289-4528.

College and Military Names and Addresses The Ladies Guild
would like to send a gift card to support all St. Matthew’s
members who are away at college or in the military. Please email
their address to Theresa Biele at thiele28@yahoo.com or call her at
608-751-1050. You could also contact Deb Lenser at 608-728-3120.

Trunk or Treat — Mark your calendar for Friday night, October
24" from 5:30-6:30 p.m. for a Trunk or Treat at St. Matthews in
the parking lot. We are looking for people to participate by

decorating the trunk of their car in an appropriate theme and
handing out prepackaged treats! If you are interested, please
sign up in the Narthex. Hope to see you all there! Any questions,
please contact Ashley Phillips.

Trunk or Treat Candy Donations If you would like to
participate by donating candy, please bring the candy to the
church office. Thank you!

This Week at St. Matthew’s

Sunday

Worship with Communion 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Bible Class & Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Book Fair between & after services
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Tuesday

Fellowship/Outreach Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Elders’ meeting 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday

Women'’s Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

Senior Choir 5:45 — 6:45 p.m.

Thursday
Worship 6:30 p.m.
Sunday
Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Bible Class & Sunday School 9:15
Assisting with Worship
Organist:
Kathi Hendee
Ushers:

8:00 a.m. — Doug Mcllvain, Dane Mcllvain, Jeff Burandt, Nathan Wagner
10:30 a.m. — Steve Sage, Collin Hilding
Next Week Ushers:
8:00 a.m. — Mark Schulz, Mike Lenser, Kevin Paasch
10:30 a.m. — Tim Stirmel, Connor Stirmel
CODS:

Thursday, October 9, 6:30 p.m. — Karl Kroening
Sunday, October 12, 8:00 a.m. — Jim Daley
Sunday, October 12, 10:30 a.m. — Trevor Sanchez
Next Week CODS:

Thursday, October 16, 6:30 p.m. — George Ehlers
Sunday, October 19, 8:00 a.m. — Zach Pfaffenbach
Sunday, October 19, 10:30 a.m. — Brian Hartwig
Greeters
Sunday, October 12, 8:00 a.m. — Mike & Deb Lenser
Sunday, October 12, 10:30 a.m. — Ann Janke
Next Week Greeters
Sunday, October 19, 8:00 a.m. —Bob & Linda Williams
Sunday, October 19, 10:30 a.m. — Mary Kowal
Church Cleaning;:

October 18, 2025 — Karl Kroening & Richard Lehmann families
October 25, 2025 — David Newlin & Fred Shadoski families
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY

Light breakfast and lunch provided

Follow the LWMS Rock River Circuit
on Facebook for more details

Training workers for God’s
harvest in Latin America

0CT. 18, 2025 | 8AM-1PM

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
W4095 COUNTY RD B
JOHNSON CREEK, WI

RSVP:

ACADEMIA
CRISTO

World Missionary
Abe Degner:
WELS One Latin
America Team
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