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Opening Hymn:  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me     CW 839 

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

let me hide myself in thee; 

let the water and the blood, 

from thy riven side which flowed, 

be of sin the double cure: 

cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 
 

2 Not the labors of my hands 

can fulfill thy law’s demands; 

could my zeal no respite know, 

could my tears forever flow, 

all for sin could not atone; 

thou must save and thou alone. 
 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring, 

simply to thy cross I cling; 

naked, come to thee for dress, 

helpless, look to thee for grace; 

foul, I to the fountain fly; 

wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 

4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 

when mine eyelids close in death, 

when I soar to worlds unknown, 

see thee on thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

let me hide myself in thee. 

 

http://www.stmatthewsjanesville.org/
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Invocation 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Confession of Sins 

P: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is 

not in us. 

C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

P: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you  

        in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

P: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 

only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for 

the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Song of Praise  CW 157 

♫ Glory be to God on high,  

      and on earth peace, good will toward men.  

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,  

     we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,  

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.  

     O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

     you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
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You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.  

     You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.  

For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.  

     You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray. 
 

P: Lord, keep your household, the church, in continual godliness, and 

set us free from all adversities that, under your protection, we may 

serve you with true devotion and holy deeds; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Sr. Choir 8:00 & 10:30:  I Sing the Mighty Power of God 
 

Old Testament:  Deuteronomy 10:12-22 
        12So now, Israel, what is the Lord your God asking of you but to 

fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him and 

to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 
13to keep the commandments of the Lord and his statutes that I am 

commanding you today for your own good.  

     14Indeed, the heavens and the heaven of heavens, the earth and 

everything that is on it―these belong to the Lord your God. 15Still, 

the Lord attached himself to your fathers, loved them, and he chose 

their descendants after them (That’s you!) from all peoples, as it is 

today. 

     16So cut away the tough shell of your sinful nature, and do not be 

stubborn any longer. 

        17The Lord your God is God of Gods and Lord of Lords, the great 

God, the mighty one and the awesome one, who does not show 

favoritism and does not take a bribe. 18He carries out justice for the 

fatherless and widows. He loves the alien who dwells among you 

and gives him food and clothing. 19So you are to love the alien, 

because you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 
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    20Fear the Lord your God, serve him, cling to him, and take your 

oaths in his name. 

    21He is your glory. He is your God, who performed for you these 

great and awesome things that your own eyes have seen. 
      22When your fathers went down to Egypt, they numbered seventy 

people, but now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as 

the stars of the sky.  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse of the Day:  O Taste and See CW 965 

♫ O taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Blessèd are they who take refuge in him. 

   Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; 

   it stands firm in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness continues forever. 

   O taste and see that the Lord is good. 

   Blessèd are they who take refuge in him. 
 

Epistle:  1 John 2:15-17 

     15Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For everything in the 

world―the lust of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, boasting about 

material possessions―is not from the Father but from the world. 
17The world and its desires pass away, but the one who does the will 

of God remains forever.  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn:  My Worth Is Not in What I Own     CW 753 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5 

1 My worth is not in what I own, 

not in the strength of flesh and bone, 

    but in the costly wounds of love 

        at the cross. (v. 2) 
 

2 My worth is not in skill or name, 

in win or lose, in pride or shame, 

    but in the blood of Christ that flowed 

        at the cross. (Refrain) 
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Ref   I rejoice in my Redeemer— 

    greatest treasure, wellspring of my soul. 

I will trust in him, no other; 

    my soul is satisfied in him alone. 
 

3 As summer flow’rs we fade and die; 

fame, youth, and beauty hurry by. 

    But life eternal calls to us 

        at the cross. (v. 4) 
 

4 I will not boast in wealth or might, 

or human wisdom’s fleeting light. 

    But I will boast in knowing Christ 

        at the cross. (Refrain) 
 

5 Two wonders here that I confess: 

my worth and my unworthiness. 

    My value fixed—my ransom paid 

        at the cross. (Refrain) 
 

Sermon:  Luke 18:18-30 
     18A certain ruler asked Jesus, “Good teacher, what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?” 

   19Jesus asked him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good, 

except one―God. 20You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 

commit adultery. You shall not murder. You shall not steal. You shall 

not give false testimony. Honor your father and mother.’” 

     21“I have kept all these since I was a child,” he said.  

     22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. 

Sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 

in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  

     23But when the ruler heard these words, he became very sad, 

because he was very rich.  

     24When Jesus saw that the man became very sad, he said, “How 

hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25In 

fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  

     26Those who heard this said, “Then who can be saved?” 
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     27He replied, “What is impossible for people is possible for God.” 

     28And Peter said, “Look, we have left our possessions and 

followed you.” 
       29He said to them, “Amen I tell you: Anyone who has left house or 

wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of 

God 30will most certainly receive many times more in this time and, 

in the age to come, eternal life.” 
 

Sometimes The Impossible Is Necessary 

I. The good we need for eternal life is impossible for us 

II. The impossible is possible only for God 
 

The Nicene Creed 

    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy  

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father 

and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 

come.   

     Amen. 
 

Offering 
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Prayer of the Church 

P: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless 

blessings, which we receive from your hand: the beauties of creation 

and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of 

friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege of 

sharing happiness and sorrow with one another.  Above all, we thank 

and praise you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and 

blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament.  

Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts 

and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 

C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in 

Christ and our love for one another. 

P:  Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily 

waver in our faith, lose courage, and grow careless in our 

watchfulness.  The times and days are perilous.  Give us strength to 

face the evils of each day with fresh confidence.  Open our lips to  

speak of your grace and move us to use the gifts that you give us to 

share your Word of salvation with all people.  Protect and prosper 

the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions 

that you have established for the benefit of society.  Remember in 

mercy those who are sick and suffering and bring your healing to 

troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds 

of kindness. 

P:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so 

enable us to overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

taught us to pray:    

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 

temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Sacrament 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 
 

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who sends the Holy 

Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we 

are weak.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, 

we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he,  

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Words of Institution 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us your peace. Amen. 
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Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn: Draw Near and Take CW 661 

1 Draw near and take the body of your Lord, 

and drink the holy blood for you outpoured. 

Saved by his body and his holy blood, 

with souls refreshed we give our thanks to God. 
 

2 Christ our Redeemer, God’s eternal Son, 

has by his cross and blood the vict’ry won. 

He gave his life for greatest and for least, 

himself the off’ring and himself the priest. 
 

3 Let us approach with faithful hearts sincere 

and take the pledges of salvation here. 

Christ, who in this life all the saints defends, 

gives all believers life that never ends. 
 

4 With heav’nly bread he makes the hungry whole, 

gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

Lord of the nations, to whom all must bow, 

in this great feast of love be with us now. 
 

Distribution Hymn:  What Is the World to Me CW 717 

1 What is the world to me 

    with all its vaunted pleasure 

when you and you alone, 

    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 

You only, dearest Lord, 

    my soul’s delight shall be; 

you are my peace, my rest. 

    What is the world to me! 
 

2 The world seeks after wealth 

    and all that money offers, 

yet never is content 

    though gold should fill its coffers. 

I have a higher good, 

    content with it I’ll be; 

my Jesus is my wealth. 

    What is the world to me! 
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3 The world is like a cloud 

    and like a vapor fleeting, 

a shadow that declines, 

    swift to its end retreating. 

My Jesus shall remain, 

    though all things fade and flee, 

my everlasting rock. 

    What is the world to me! 
 

4 What is the world to me! 

    My Jesus is my treasure, 

my life, my health, my wealth, 

    my friend, my love, my pleasure, 

my joy, my crown, my all, 

    my bliss eternally. 

Once more then I declare: 

    What is the world to me! 
 

Distribution Hymn:  I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus      CW 816 

1 I am trusting you, Lord Jesus, trusting only you; 

trusting you for full salvation, free and true. 
 

2 I am trusting you for pardon; at your feet I bow, 

for your grace and tender mercy trusting now. 
 

3 I am trusting you for cleansing in the crimson flood; 

trusting you to make me holy by your blood. 
 

4 I am trusting you to guide me; you alone shall lead, 

ev’ry day and hour supplying all my need. 
 

5 I am trusting you for power; you can never fail. 

Words which you yourself shall give me must prevail. 
 

Thanksgiving 
 

P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 
 

P: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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P:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with 

this holy supper.  We pray that through it you will strengthen our 

faith in you and increase our love for one another.  We ask this in the 

name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus      CW 816 

6 I am trusting you, Lord Jesus; never let me fall. 

I am trusting you forever and for all. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Communion Registration Communicant members of St. Matthew’s are 

reminded to register for Holy Communion on the “Care Card” found in the 

pews.  If you are visiting St. Matthew’s today, we request that you please 

speak with the Pastor before communing.  Questions and answers which will 

assist you in preparing for partaking of the Lord’s Supper are found beginning 

on page 295 in the hymnal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members, Visitors & Guests—Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 

Let us praise God that he has done what was impossible for us: he 

has saved us by his grace in Jesus Christ our Lord! 

If you are visiting our service, please sign a “care card” in the church 

pew or our guest book and come back to visit again soon. 

Attendance Last Sunday— 306 (48, 95, 163)       Bible Study – 65  

Offering Last Week—$14,367.50                           Sunday School – 19 

(Meeting our 2025 Ministry Plan requires weekly offerings of $15,432.00.) 

 “Do not wear yourself out getting rich. 

Have the good judgment to know when to stop”  

Proverbs 23:4.  
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Announcements: 

1. The flowers on the altar have been given by George and Jan Ehlers 

in loving memory of their son Joshua. 

2. Call  Pastor Nickolas Haasch from Peace Lutheran in Green Lake, 

WI has returned the call to serve as pastor here at St. Matthew’s.  

Please keep St. Matthews in your prayers as we call another pastor 

in the near future. 

3. Call Miss Moeller  Miss Moeller has received a call to Christ Alone 

in Thiensville, Wisconsin to teach 3rd and 4th grade, coordinate 

music, play organ, coach forensics, and coach girls basketball. 

Please keep Miss Moeller in your prayers as she deliberates where 

she can best serve. 

4. Thank you to George Ehlers, Shari Scheibe, and Bob Williams for 

remodeling the bathroom in the Narthex, Doug McIlvain for 

installing a new toilet in the boy’s restroom on the second floor in 

the school, Bob Williams for miscellaneous painting around the 

church and school, and to Kim Churchill for writing and 

processing the Antioch grant letter.  We have many amazing 

volunteers here at St. Matthews and are very grateful for them. 

5. Upcoming Meetings:  Today, we will have an Open Forum 

meeting between services and a Voters’ meeting after the 10:30 

service.  At the Open Forum meeting there will be discussion of 

our Call for a pastor, vacancies on the church council, a 

preliminary ministry plan for 2026, and replacement of two 

furnaces for the school.  |A decision will be made regarding the 

school furnaces at the Voters’ meeting on the 26th.  On Sunday, 

November 16th there will be a Voters’ meeting to approve the 2026 

budget and to vote for new church council officers.  Please plan to 

attend these very important meetings! 

6. Sunday Morning Bible Class –  Sunday morning Bible class will 

take place in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.  We are currently 

studying St. Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome as we book 

through the Bible.  Next we will take up a brief study of  

I Corinthians.  Please feel free to join the study. 

7. Time Change Please do not forget to set your clock back one 

hour next Saturday night so you get to church on time.   
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8. Sunday School will begin at 9:15 a.m.  We will meet in the library 

for opening devotion. The children may be picked up in their 

classrooms at 10:15 am. 

9. The Women’s Bible Study  We will study the book of Ruth next 

in God’s People Series.  Through these books, you'll see how God 

guides and cares for his people, both then and now, through his 

abiding grace.  Feel free to join the group on Wednesday 

mornings at 9:30 a.m. all year long!   

10. Evening Guild November Meeting Reminder that is scheduled 

for November 3rd at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  We are 

targeting donations to 16:49 and assembling the ornaments for 

our shut-in Christmas bags.  There will be the sign-ups for our 

Advent by Candlelight and Advent meal.  See you then!! 

11. Advent by Candlelight—Save the Date! It’s never too early to 

mark your calendar for this important event! St. Matthew’s 

Evening Guild will be hosting an Advent by Candlelight for all 

women of the congregation, and their female family members, 

friends, and neighbors, on December 7th at 2:00 p.m. in the 

fellowship hall. There is no charge for this event. This is a 

wonderful afternoon of the Word, music, and fellowship to help 

you prepare your hearts for the Advent season before the 

holidays get into full swing!  

12. Extended Scrip Program  You can pick up your Extended Scrip 

forms on the table in the Narthex.  These forms are due by 

Tuesday, November 11.  If you have any questions, please call 

Cathy Sonntag at 608-289-4528.   

13. Area Reformation Service: Worship with your Lutheran brothers 

and sisters at the Luther Preparatory School Chapel on Sunday, 

October 26 at 4 pm! The theme of the service will celebrate the 500th 

anniversary of the marriage of Martin Luther and Katharina von 

Bora. Pastor Earl Treptow will preach, and musicians from the area 

will sing and play to edify our worship. Plan to mingle afterwards 

with coffee and cookies. 

14. Members Helping Members  On Saturday, November 15th from 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., St. Matthew’s will host a volunteer day event.  

For our “Members Helping Members” day, volunteers can assist 

with a variety of hands on projects such as leaf raking, window 
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washing, and other small, fall clean-up jobs for St. Matthew’s 

members who could use an extra helping hand. For volunteers 

preferring non-hands on projects join us to meet with members 

who would welcome a social visit.  Volunteers will meet at church 

at 9:00 a.m. for project assignments and will return at noon to enjoy 

a pizza lunch provided by the Fellowship Committee.  Sign up on 

the narthex bulletin board for both opportunities. 

15. Church Council Elections:  November is the month of the church 

year when there will be a voter’s meeting to elect three members 

of the Church Council for a three-year term.  This year, the 

positions up for election will be that of Elder Chairman, Building 

and Grounds Committee Chairman, and Treasurer.  You may be 

asked by one of the outgoing councilmen if you will consider 

being a candidate, but if you have not been contacted and wish to 

run for one of these positions, are at least 21 years old, and have 

been a member of a WELS/ELS church for at least one year, 

please contact Karl Kroening, Council Vice President.  If you have 

any questions on the responsibilities of these offices, they are 

defined within the Constitution of St. Matthew’s or talk to one of 

the outgoing officers – George Ehlers (Elder Chairman), Phillip 

Fry (Building and Grounds Committee Chairman), or Brian 

Hartwig (Treasurer). 

16. College and Military Names and Addresses  The Ladies Guild 

would like to send a gift card to support all St. Matthew’s 

members who are away at college or in the military.  Please email 

their address to Theresa Biele at tbiele28@yahoo.com or call her at 

608-751-1050.  You could also contact Deb Lenser at 608-728-3120. 

17. Thank you to the women who served on the altar guild for the 

month of October:  Kate Carlson, Lynn Beutin, and Penny Pucher.  

Serving for the month of November will be:  Christina Peterson, 

Abbie Ayres, and Deb Lehmann. 

 

Assisting with Worship 

Organist: 

Meredith Moeller 

mailto:tbiele28@yahoo.com
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Ushers: 

8:00 a.m. – Rich Hatfield, Michael Borchardt, Ryan Borchardt, Kyle Stade, 

Walton Stade 

10:30 a.m. – Fred Shadoski, Russ Scott, Tim Graffin 

Next Week Ushers: 

8:00 a.m. – George Ehlers, Bob Williams, Nico Caminata, Jack Caminata 

10:30 a.m. – Tom May, Ben May, Eddie May 

CODS: 

Thursday, October 23, 6:30 p.m. – Briton Peterson 

Sunday, October 26, 8:00 a.m. – Phil Fry 

Sunday, October 26, 10:30 a.m. – Tim Stirmel 

Next Week CODS: 

Thursday, October 30, 6:30 p.m. – Jim Daley 

Sunday, November 2, 8:00 a.m. – Trevor Sanchez 

Sunday, November 2, 10:30 a.m. – George Ehlers 

Greeters 

Sunday, October 26, 8:00 a.m.  – Mike & Beth Borchardt 

Sunday, October 26, 10:30 a.m.  – Art & Linda Hilker 

Next Week Greeters 

Sunday, November 2, 8:00 a.m.  – Bev Boughton 

Sunday, November 2, 10:30 a.m.  – John & Joanne May 

Church Cleaning: 

November 1, 2025 – Mike Lenser & Tim Probst families 

November 8, 2025 – Warren Scheibe & Mark Schulz families 
 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 

Sunday 

Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 

Open Forum Meeting 9:15 a.m. 

Voters’ Meeting 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 

Women’s Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

Senior Choir 5:45 – 6:45 p.m. 

Thursday 

Worship with Communion 6:30 p.m. 

Children dismissed at 11:30 a.m. – Parent/Teacher Conferences 
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Friday 

No School – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Sunday 

Worship with Communion 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Class & Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 

Daylight Savings Time – Fall Back An Hour 
 

LWMS Fall Rally Recap 
 

St. Matthew’s was well represented with over 20 in attendance last 

Saturday at Immanuel in Johnson Creek. There were 140+ attendees 

and an offering of $1,872.89 was collected and designated for Academia 

Christo. World Missionary Abe Degner, who presently lives in 

Paraguay, had an interesting presentation on the Academia Christo 

program, a new system to train workers for God’s harvest in Latin 

America. He compared the program to an hour glass shape and 

explained how the “wide net” at the top was reaching many people 

through social media (presently 1800 active online students) from all 

over the world. Following this initial step, one goes through a self-

study program, live classes on ZOOM, and finally, if the individual is 

in doctrinal agreement, one can become a church planter, with the goal 

being to multiply the flock (back to the wide end of the hour glass!) 

Besides the featured speaker, we heard edifying opening and 

closing devotions from area pastors and presentations from last 

year’s “Send One Sister” recipient and a mission trip taken by some 

LWMS national officers. A slide presentation on information about 

Kids CARE was also given.   

St. Matthew’s collected $1000.00 in mission offerings which will 

be sent with the other circuit member churches’ offerings (totaling 

over $9000) to the selected Home Mission (WELS Campus Ministry 

and World Mission (International Missionary Wives Conferences) 

and 25% to the national office, which is also designated for missions 

chosen on the national level.  

The ladies at Immanuel served a delicious lunch after the ½ day 

rally. The spring rally will be hosted by St. John’s in Whitewater on 

April 18.  
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