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Opening Hymn: Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing CW 520
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace!

2 My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad, the honors of your name.

3 The name of Jesus calms our fears and bids our sorrows cease;
‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, 'tis life and health and peace.

4 He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; he sets the pris'ner free.
His blood can make the foulest clean; his blood avails for me.

5 See all your sins on Jesus laid; the Lamb of God was slain.
His life was once an off’ring made that you might live again.

6 To God all glory, praise, and love be ever, ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above, the Church in earth and heav’n.

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.

P: Hasten to save me, O God.
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.


http://www.stmatthewsjanesville.org/

Confession of Sins
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our
sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.
Forgive me for Jesus’ sake.

P: Christ has died. Christ has risen from the dead. Christ will come
again in glory. In his great mercy, “God made us alive with Christ.
He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code that was
against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to
the cross.” Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Praise be to God who made us his ambassadors to the world: let
us worship him.
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Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

P: Give us caring hearts, Lord God, like yours, to love and seek the
lost. Overcome our fears, and grant us courage to share the Gospel of
your salvation with those who have no hope. Make us faithful in our
daily lives so that all we say and do may glorify you; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Old Testament: 2 Kings 7:1-10

Then Elisha said, “All of you, hear the word of the Lord! This is
what the Lord says. At this time tomorrow at the gate of Samaria,
twelve pounds of fine flour will sell for a shekel and twenty-four
pounds of barley for a shekel.”

?Then the officer at the king’s right hand, on whose arm the king
was leaning, answered the man of God, “Really? Even if the Lord
opened the windows of heaven, could this happen?”

Elisha said, “Listen to me. You yourself will see it with your own
eyes, but you will not eat any of it.”

SNow four lepers were at the entrance to the gate. They said to
each other, “Why should we sit here until we die? If we say, ‘Let’s go
into the city,” there is famine in the city and we will die there. But if
we stay here, we will die. So let’s go over to the camp of the
Arameans. If they let us live, we will live. If they kill us, we will die.”
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5So they got up at twilight to go to the camp of the Arameans.
When they reached the edge of the camp of the Arameans, they saw
that there was no one there! °For the Lord had caused the Arameans
to hear the sound of horses and chariots and the sound of a great
army. They said to each other, “Listen! The king of Israel has hired
the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to come against us!”
"Then they arose and fled at twilight. They left their tents, their
horses, and their donkeys in the camp just as they were, and they fled
for their lives.

850 when these lepers came to the edge of the camp, they went
into a tent, and they ate and drank. They picked up silver, gold, and
clothing and went and hid it. Then they returned and went to another
tent. They took some of what was there and went and hid it.

“Then they said to each other, “We should not be doing this. Today
is a day of good news, and we are keeping silent. If we wait until
daylight, our sin will find us. So come on, let’s go and tell about this
at the king’s palace.”

10So they went and called out to the city gatekeepers and told them,
“We went into the camp of the Arameans, and we looked, but there
was no one there! Not even the sound of a man! But the horses and
the donkeys are tied there, and the tents are just as they were!”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Verse of the Day (tune of CW 520)

J) Praise be to Jesus Christ who came
revealing God’s free grace,

who came in God the Father’s name
to save our sinful race.

J] The day he rose and left the dead
the devil’s empire fell,

today his saints his triumphs spread
and all his wonders tell.

Gospel: John 1:35-51
% The next day, John was standing there again with two of his
disciples. 3 When John saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look! The



Lamb of God!” 3 The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus.

3% When Jesus turned around and saw them following him, he
asked, “What are you looking for?”

They said to him, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are
you staying?”

¥ He told them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and saw
where he was staying. They stayed with him that day. It was about
the tenth hour.

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard
John and followed Jesus. 4 The first thing Andrew did was to find his
own brother Simon and say to him, “We have found the Messiah!”
(which is translated “the Christ”). 2 He brought him to Jesus.

Looking at him, Jesus said, “You are Simon, son of Jonah. You
will be called Cephas” (which means “Peter”).

#The next day, Jesus wanted to leave for Galilee. He found Philip
and said to him, “Follow me.” ¥ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the
hometown of Andrew and Peter.

% Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one
Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

% Nathanael said to him, “Nazareth! Can anything good come
from there?”

“Come and see!” Philip told him.

47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him,
“Truly, here is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”

% Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”

Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, while you were under
the fig tree, I saw you.”

% Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!”

YJesus replied, “You believe because I told you that I saw you
under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that!” 5 Then he
added, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: You will see heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!



Apostles’ Creed
All: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn: I Hear the Savior Calling CW 743
11 hear the Savior calling! The gospel comes to me;

my eyes, once closed in blindness, are opened now to see
that I myself was helpless to live eternally,

but, dying, Christ did save me, and now he calls for me!

2T hear the Savior calling! He leads a soul to me,
a soul in bitter anguish, one needing to be free.
The gift I have to offer is Christ, my Lord’s decree
that all have been forgiven; my Savior calls for me!

3 I hear the Savior calling! He gives this charge to me:
to serve the best I'm able, whate’er the call may be.
Thus hand in hand with others who share the gospel key
we spread the gospel tidings; my Savior calls for me!

4 T hear the Savior calling! He changes hearts for me;
from door to door I witness to share my Savior’s plea.

Yet nothing can be added, no word on bended knee,
beyond the simple gospel; my Savior calls for me!

Sermon: II Corinthians 5:18-21

18And all these things are from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. That is,
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them. And he has entrusted to us the message of
reconciliation. XTherefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, inasmuch
as God is making an appeal through us. We urge you, on Christ’s
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behalf: Be reconciled to God. 2!God made him, who did not know sin,
to become sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of
God in him.

“We Are Ambassadors For Christ”
L. Proclaiming that God is reconciled to the world
II. Pleading with the world to be reconciled with God

5 I hear the Savior calling! His call has urgency;
each moment souls are dying, soon comes eternity.

And so, my precious Savior, this is my humble plea:
prepare me for my mission, for you are calling me!

Offering

Prayer of the Church

P: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we
share as members of your holy Church, for your gracious Word and
sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and
knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship with
believers in our congregation and in our synod.

C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them
faithfully.

P: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by
calling us to be your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the
great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the
lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the
lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we
would serve you.

C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your
message of love.

P: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on
us the wisdom and power we need to witness clearly and to act
boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the
hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.
C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.

P: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a
neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is
weak or troubled.



Silent prayer.

P: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to
proclaim your Word in places where we cannot go. Keep them and
their loved ones in your care, and let nothing hinder their work. By
the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do
not lose heart as they serve us and others.

C: Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous
offerings.

P: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let
your kingdom come to us and others, so that we and many more
might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise
forever.

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer, help us in our mission, and hear us
as we pray as you taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Hymn: We Have a Gospel to Proclaim tune of CW 899
1 We have a gospel to proclaim, good news for all throughout the earth,
the gospel of a Savior’'s name; we sing his glory, tell his worth.

2 Tell of his birth at Bethlehem, not in a royal house or hall,
but in a stable dark and dim, the Word made flesh, a light for all.

3 Tell of his death at Calvary, hated by those he came to save;
in lonely suff’ring on the cross, in love for all his life he gave.

4 Tell of that glorious Easter morn: empty the tomb, for he was free.
He broke the pow’r of death and hell that we might share his victory.

5 Tell of his reign at God’s right hand, by all creation glorified;
he sends his Spirit on his Church to live for him, the Lamb who died.

6 Now we rejoice to name him King; Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel message we proclaim; we sing his glory, tell his worth.



Prayer

P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want
us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word
in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in
holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: I Love to Tell the Story CW 746 sts. 1, Ref, 2-3
111love to tell the story of unseen things above,

of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story because I know it’s true;

it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. (Refrain)

Ref Ilove to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.

2 The Savior of all people has brought his peace to you;

now go and tell the story, for others need it too.

To ev'ry land and nation ring out the gospel call;

proclaim that Christ is risen and grants his peace to all. (Refrain)

3 Ilove to tell the story, for those who know it best

seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song,

‘twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. (Refrain)



If you are visiting our service, please sign a “care card” in the church
pew or our guest book and come back to visit again soon.
Attendance Last Sunday—173 (29, 104, 40) Bible Class — 48
Offering Last Week—$ 6,217.75 Sunday School -2
(Meeting our 2025 Ministry Plan requires weekly offerings of $15,432.00.)

whole world, make us faithful ambassadors of the good news to the

Members, Visitors & Guests— Welcome to St. Matthew’s!
May God who reconciled us to himself in Christ along with the

world around us!

“The LORD gave the word,
and great was the company of those who proclaimed it”
Psalm 68:11.

Announcements:

1.

The flowers on the altar have been given by John and Karen Leeder
in loving memory of their sons John Jr. and A.]J.

Evening Guild The Evening Guild, our congregations organization
for women, will have their next meeting October 6%, 6:30 p.m., in the
fellowship hall. We are targeting donations to ECHO, please bring
item(s) of your choice, food or personal items. There is a list on the
bulletin board and in your emailed minutes. See you then. All ladies
of the congregation are invited to attend.

Senior Choir rehearsal is held on Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m. We
would love to see you in the balcony for rehearsal or call Jack
Schroeder with any questions at 608-752-0922. Now is the time to
join!

Sunday Morning Bible Class — Sunday morning Bible class will
take place in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. We are currently

studying St. Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome as we book
through the Bible. Next we will take up a brief study of
I Corinthians. Please feel free to join the study.

Sunday School will begin at 9:15 a.m. We will meet in the library
for opening devotion. The children may be picked up in their

classrooms at 10:15 am.

The Women'’s Bible Study We will study the book of Ruth next
in God’s People Series. Through these books, you'll see how God
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10.

11.

guides and cares for his people, both then and now, through his
abiding grace. Feel free to join the group on Wednesday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. all year long!

Scholastic Book Fair is coming! Our book fair will run from
October 6 to October 10 before and after school. It will also be
open Sunday, October 12 in between services and after the 10:30

service. Come browse our selection and make someone’s day by
buying them a book! Books make wonderful gifts!

Men’s Bible Study Pastor Lehmann will not be able to conduct
the monthly Men's Bible class on Isaiah at least for the month of
October if not also November, due to hip surgery. So...No
breakfast Bible study on October 11 and November 8th.

Church Council Elections: November is the month of the church
year when there will be a voter’s meeting to elect three members
of the Church Council for a three-year term. This year, the
positions up for election will be that of Elder Chairman, Building
and Grounds Committee Chairman, and Treasurer. You may be

asked by one of the outgoing councilmen if you will consider
being a candidate, but if you have not been contacted and wish to
run for one of these positions, are at least 21 years old, and have
been a member of a WELS/ELS church for at least one year,
please contact Karl Kroening, Council Vice President. If you have
any questions on the responsibilities of these offices, they are
defined within the Constitution of St. Matthew’s or talk to one of
the outgoing officers — George Ehlers (Elder Chairman), Phillip
Fry (Building and Grounds Committee Chairman), or Brian
Hartwig (Treasurer).

Trunk or Treat — Mark your calendar for Friday night, October
24" from 5:30-6:30 p.m. for a Trunk or Treat at St. Matthews in
the parking lot. We are looking for people to participate by
decorating the trunk of their car in an appropriate theme and
handing out prepackaged treats! If you are interested, please
sign up in the Narthex. Hope to see you all there! Any questions,
please contact Ashley Phillips.

Trunk or Treat Candy Donations If you would like to
participate by donating candy, please bring the candy to the
church office. Thank you!
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This Week at St. Matthew’s

Sunday Wednesday
Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Bible Class & Sunday School 9:15 Senior Choir 5:45 — 6:45 p.m.
Monday Council Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Education Committee Thursday
Meeting 6:00 p.m. Worship/Communion 6:30 p.m.
Evening Guild 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Tuesday Worship with Communion
Fellowship / Outreach 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Meeting 6:30 p.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 9:15
Elders Meeting 6:30 p.m. Book Fair between services

and after 10:30 service

Assisting with Worship

Organist:
Meredith Moeller

Ushers:

8:00 a.m. — Gerald Wellnitz, Evan Burnside, Alex Schmitt, Mike Fox
10:30 a.m. - Tom May, Ben May, Eddie May
Next Week Ushers:

8:00 a.m. — Doug Mcllvain, Dane Mcllvain, Jeff Burandt, Nathan Wagner
10:30 a.m. — Steve Sage, Collin Hilding
CODS:

Thursday, October 2, 6:30 p.m. — Karl Kroening
Sunday, October 5, 8:00 a.m. — Tim Stirmel
Sunday, October 5, 10:30 a.m. — Brian Hartwig
Next Week CODS:

Thursday, October 9, 6:30 p.m. — Karl Kroening
Sunday, October 12, 8:00 a.m. — Jim Daley
Sunday, October 12, 10:30 a.m. — Trevor Sanchez
Greeters
Sunday, October 5, 8:00 a.m. — Dale & Lynn Beutin
Sunday, October 5, 10:30 a.m. — Steve & Lori Sage
Next Week Greeters
Sunday, October 12, 8:00 a.m. — Mike & Deb Lenser
Sunday, October 12, 10:30 a.m. — Ann Janke
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Church Cleaning:
October 11, 2025 — Paul Kleban & Jean Muche families

October 18, 2025 — Karl Kroening & Richard Lehmann families
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