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October 30 & November 2, 2025 
 

Opening Hymn:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   CW 864 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty shield and weapon; 

    he helps us free from ev’ry need that has us now o’ertaken. 

The ancient evil foe now means to work us woe; 

    deep guile and awful might are his dread arms in fight; 

on earth is not his equal. 
 

2 With might of ours can naught be done, soon were our loss effected; 

    but for us fights the valiant one whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? Christ Jesus, it is he, 

    the Lord of hosts his name, from age to age the same, 

he holds the field forever. 
 

3 Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to devour us, 

    we tremble not, we fear no ill; they shall not overpow’r us. 

The prince of darkness still may scowl fierce as he will, 

    his raging harms us none. He’s judged; the deed is done; 

one little word can fell him. 
 

Stand 
 

4 The Word they still shall let remain nor any thanks have for it; 

    he’s by our side upon the plain with his good gifts and Spirit. 

And should they take our life, goods, honor, child, and wife, 

    though all of these be gone, our victory is won; 

the kingdom’s ours forever! 

 

http://www.stmatthewsjanesville.org/
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Invocation 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Confession of Sins  (from Romans 3:19-24) 

P:  Now we know that whatever the law says,  

C: it says to those who are under the law, 

P:  so that every mouth may be silenced  

C: and the whole world held accountable to God. 

P:  Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by 

observing the law; 

C:  rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 

P:  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law have been 

made known,  

C: to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 

P:  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ  

C: to all who believe. 

P:  There is no difference, for all have sinned 

C:  and fall short of the glory of God, 

P:  and are justified freely by his grace 

C:  through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

P:  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

announce the grace of God unto all of you.  And in the place and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.   

C:  Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  Amen. 
 

Baptism of Joseph James Howell (10:30 a.m.) 
 

P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy 

of praise. 
 

Song of Praise:  Salvation unto Us Has Come    CW 558 st. 1 & 10 

♫ Salvation unto us has come 

    by God’s free grace and favor; 

good works cannot avert our doom, 

    they help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 

who did for all the world atone; 

    he is our one Redeemer. 
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♫ All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    to Father, Son, and Spirit, 

the God who saved us by his grace; 

    all glory to his merit! 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

you have revealed your saving love; 

    your blessèd name be hallowed! 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit 

on your faithful people.  Keep us steadfast in your Word, protect and 

comfort us in all temptations, defend us against all our enemies, and 

bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Old Testament:  Zechariah 3:1-9  

     Then he showed me Joshua, the high priest, standing before the 

Angel of the Lord, and Satan was standing at his right hand to accuse 

him.       

     2The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord, 

who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Isn’t this man a burning stick 

plucked from a fire?”        

     3Now Joshua was clothed in filthy clothing and was standing in 

front of the angel. 4Then the Angel of the Lord spoke to those who 

were standing in front of him: “Remove his filthy clothing.”      

     Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have taken your guilt away from 

you, so that I may clothe you in a special robe.”      

     5I said, “Let them place a clean turban on his head.” So they placed 

a clean turban on his head and got him dressed, while the Angel of 

the Lord was standing by.      

     6Then the Angel of the Lord spoke solemnly to Joshua:         

        7This is what the Lord of Armies says. If you will walk in my ways 

and perform my service, then you will also govern my house and 

watch over my courts, and I will give you access among those who 

are standing here.         

        8Now listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your associates who sit 

in front of you―because these men are a sign. Look! I am going to  
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bring my servant, the Branch. 9Look carefully at the stone that I 

placed in front of Joshua! On one stone with seven facets I will 

engrave an inscription, declares the Lord of Armies, and I will 

remove the guilt of this land in a single day. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 
      

Verse of the Day:  tune of CW 558 

♫ All righteousness by works is vain;  

the law brings condemnation. 

True righteousness by faith I gain; 

     Christ’s work is my salvation. 

His death, that perfect sacrifice,  

has paid the all-sufficient price; 

    in him my hope is anchored. 
                    

Gospel:  John 8:28-36 
         28So Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you 

will know that I am the one, and that I do nothing on my own. But I 

speak exactly as the Father taught me. 29The one who sent me is with 

me. He has not left me alone, because I always do what pleases him.” 

     30As he was saying these things, many believed in him. 

     31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you remain 

in my word, you are really my disciples. 32You will also know the 

truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

     33“We are Abraham’s descendants,” they answered, “and we have 

never been slaves of anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be set free’?” 
        34Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Everyone who keeps 

committing sin is a slave to sin. 35But a slave does not remain in the 

family forever. A son does remain forever. 36So if the Son sets you 

free, you really will be free.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Hymn:  O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word CW 643 

1 O God, our Lord, your holy Word was long a hidden treasure 

    till to its place it was by grace restored in fullest measure. 

    For this today our thanks we say and gladly glorify you. 

    Your mercy show and grace bestow on all who still deny you. 
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2 Salvation true by faith in you—that is your gospel’s preaching, 

    the heart and core of Bible lore in all its sacred teaching. 

    In Christ we must put all our trust, not in our deeds or labor; 

    with conscience pure and heart secure love you, Lord, and our  

    neighbor. 
 

3 Lord, you alone this work have done by your free grace and favor. 

    All who believe will grace receive through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

    And though the foe would overthrow your Word with grim endeavor, 

    all he has wrought must come to naught; your Word will stand  

    forever! 
 

4 Since you are mine, my Lord divine, death holds no dreadful terrors; 

    your precious blood, my highest good, has blotted out my errors. 

    My thanks to you, your Word is true; fulfill your promise ever, 

    and mercy give while here I live and heav’nly bliss forever. 
 

Sermon:  Romans 1:16-17 
16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for 

the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the 

Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a 

righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: 

‘‘The righteous will live by faith.” 
 

“I Am Not Ashamed Of The Gospel” 

I.  For in it the grace of God is revealed 

II.  And in it the power of God is concealed 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

Offering 
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Prayer of the Church   

P: Gracious God, in mercy you sent your only Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ, into this world to redeem us from sin and rescue us from hell. 

Through your Scriptures and by your Spirit, you have brought us to 

faith in your Son and have assured us that Christ has fully completed 

the work of our salvation. Lead us to rejoice in the message of 

forgiveness through faith alone in Christ Jesus.  

C:  Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice! 

P: Almighty God, in the face of immense pressure to compromise 

their confession, you emboldened Martin Luther and the Lutheran 

reformers to take a firm stand on the truths of Scripture. Through 

their clear confession of faith, you restored the gospel to your church 

and have preserved this saving truth among us today. Send us your 

Holy Spirit that we exhibit the same zeal and faithfulness as the  

Lutheran confessors. Give us courage to confess our faith sincerely  

and boldly in the classroom, the workplace, the community, and to 

everyone we encounter who needs to hear the truth of your Word. 

Use our confession to bring faith in your Son to the hearts of those 

who do not yet believe in you. 

C: O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

P: Eternal God, you have promised to preserve and protect your 

church in every age. Even when it appeared that the enemies of the 

gospel had silenced your truth, you kept your people faithful to you 

and your Word. Bless all who face hardships for their faith with an 

added measure of your Holy Spirit so that they do not lose heart as 

they bear their crosses. Comfort the sick and suffering, the depressed 

and lonely, those who are persecuted and ridiculed for their faith, 

and all others who need the encouragement of your love. Fix our eyes 

on the cross of your Son, his empty tomb, and the sure promise of 

eternal life in heaven’s glory. 

C: In God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal man do to me? 

P: Lord God, you know the concerns of our hearts and minds. 

Increase our trust in your power and wisdom that we may rest secure 

in the plans and purposes you have for our lives. Hear us for your 

name’s sake and hear us as we pray as you taught us: 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
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forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Hymn: His Robes for Mine CW 568 

1 His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange! 

   Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ’neath God’s rage. 

Draped in his righteousness, I’m justified. 

   In Christ I live, for in my place he died. (Refrain) 
 

Ref   I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: 

   Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God. 

Bought by such love, my life is not my own. 

   My praise—my all—shall be for Christ alone. 
 

2 His robes for mine: what cause have I for dread? 

   God’s daunting law Christ mastered in my stead. 

Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine, 

   saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life. (Refrain) 
 

3 His robes for mine: God’s justice is appeased. 

   Jesus is crushed, and thus the Father’s pleased. 

Christ drank God’s wrath on sin, then cried, “’Tis done!” 

   Sin’s wage is paid, propitiation won. (Refrain) 
 

4 His robes for mine: such anguish none can know. 

   Christ, God’s beloved, condemned as though his foe. 

He, as though I, accursed and left alone; 

   I, as though he, embraced and welcomed home! (Refrain) 
 

Prayer    

P:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you 

want us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 

your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 

guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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Benediction 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn:  God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage CW 640 

♫ God’s Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; 

to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor. 

   Through life it guides our way, in death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, we keep its teachings pure 

    throughout all generations. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Announcements: 

1. The flowers on the altar have been given by Dan and Sue Enloe in 

celebration of their 40th wedding anniversary.  God’s blessings and 

congratulations! 

2. Baptism Joseph James Howell will be baptized today in the 10:30 

a.m. service.  Joseph is the son of Kirsten Gragg and Michael 

Howell and was born on September 17, 2025.  Serving as sponsors 

are James Waggoner and Bethany Gragg.  He saved us through the 

washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out 

on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Titus 3:5-6 

 

 

Members, Visitors & Guests—Welcome to St. Matthew’s! 
May we never be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; but instead, seeing 

the righteousness of God revealed in it and the power of God concealed 

in it confess it boldly before the world by word and deed. 

If you are visiting our service, please sign a “care card” in the church 

pew or our guest book and come back to visit again soon. 

Attendance Last Sunday—248 (44, 131, 73)     Women’s Bible Class – 13 

Offering Last Week—$ 11,242.50                       Sunday School – 17 

(Meeting our 2025 Ministry Plan requires weekly offerings of $15,432.00.) 

 “I will speak of your statutes before kings and will not be put to shame” 

Psalm 119:46. 
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3. Call Miss Moeller  Miss Moeller has received a call to Christ Alone 

in Thiensville, Wisconsin to teach 3rd and 4th grade, coordinate 

music, play organ, coach forensics, and coach girls basketball. 

Please keep Miss Moeller in your prayers as she deliberates where 

she can best serve. 

4. Thank You I would like to thank the congregation for your very 

generous retirement gift.  I really appreciate it.  I am grateful to the 

Lord for the opportunity to serve Him in this way for all these 

years.  God bless you, John Leeder. 

5. You’re Invited to the St. Matthew’s Veterans Day Service 2025 

On Tuesday, November 11, the St. Matthew’s staff and students 

will be honoring our veterans with a special service in the gym.  

We invite families to bring veteran friends and family members to 

join us at 9:30 a.m. for this special celebration of their service.  

Please RSVP to Mr. Sonntag with the number of veterans and 

non-veterans you expect from your family.  

6. Trunk or Treat - Thank you to all of the volunteers for our trunk 

or treat it was a huge success. We estimate around 400 people were 

on our campus during our trunk or treat. What a tremendous way 

to share Jesus with our neighborhood and community. We handed 

out bags that included a devotion, copies of our services, and a 

school brochure.  It was good for the neighborhood and 

community to see Christian love in action. So thanks again for all 

of those volunteers that provided trunks, the volunteers that 

helped set up and take down and to everyone who donated candy.  

With that many people, we went through a lot of candy!  The 

Outreach & Fellowship Committee 

7. LPS Concert On Sunday, November 16, the music department of 

Luther Preparatory School will be presenting its annual fall 

instrumental concert. This year's concert is entitled ”Autumn 

Kaleidoscope," and the program will include a wide variety of 

selections presented by our various student instrumental ensembles. 

The concert will be held in the LPS Auditorium, beginning at 7:00 PM. 

We hope you can join us for a wonderful evening of music! 

8. Sunday Morning Bible Class –  Sunday morning Bible class will 

take place in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.  We are currently 

studying St. Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome as we book 
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through the Bible.  Next we will take up a brief study of  

I Corinthians.  Please feel free to join the study. 

9. Sunday School will begin at 9:15 a.m.  We will meet in the library 

for opening devotion. The children may be picked up in their 

classrooms at 10:15 am. 

10. The Women’s Bible Study  We have finished the book of Ruth. 

The next two weeks we will discuss Mormons.  Are they 

Christian?  After that, we will study the book of David next in 

God’s People Series.   Through these books, you'll see how God 

guides and cares for his people, both then and now, through his 

abiding grace.  Feel free to join the group on Wednesday mornings 

at 9:30 a.m. all year long!   

11. Evening Guild November Meeting Reminder that is scheduled 

for November 3rd at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  We are 

targeting donations to 16:49 and assembling the ornaments for 

our shut-in Christmas bags.  There will be the sign-ups for our 

Advent by Candlelight and Advent meal.  See you then!! 

12. Extended Scrip Program  You can pick up your Extended Scrip 

forms on the table in the Narthex.  These forms are due by 

Tuesday, November 11.  If you have any questions, please call 

Cathy Sonntag at 608-289-4528.   

13. Advent by Candlelight—Save the Date! It’s never too early to 

mark your calendar for this important event! St. Matthew’s 

Evening Guild will be hosting an Advent by Candlelight for all 

women of the congregation, and their female family members, 

friends, and neighbors, on December 7th at 2:00 p.m. in the 

fellowship hall. There is no charge for this event. This is a 

wonderful afternoon of the Word, music, and fellowship to help 

you prepare your hearts for the Advent season before the 

holidays get into full swing!  

14. Members Helping Members  On Saturday, November 15th from 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., St. Matthew’s will host a volunteer day event.  

For our “Members Helping Members” day, volunteers can assist 

with a variety of hands on projects such as leaf raking, window 

washing, and other small, fall clean-up jobs for St. Matthew’s 

members who could use an extra helping hand. For volunteers 

preferring non-hands on projects join us to meet with members 
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who would welcome a social visit.  Volunteers will meet at church 

at 9:00 a.m. for project assignments and will return at noon to enjoy 

a pizza lunch provided by the Fellowship Committee.  Sign up on 

the narthex bulletin board for both opportunities. 

15. Church Council Elections:  On Sunday, November 16 there will 

be a voter’s meeting to elect three members of the Church 

Council for a three-year term.  This year, the positions up for 

election will be that of Elder Chairman, Building and Grounds 

Committee Chairman, and Treasurer.  You may be asked by one 

of the outgoing councilmen if you will consider being a 

candidate, but if you have not been contacted and wish to run for 

one of these positions, are at least 21 years old, and have been a 

member of a WELS/ELS church for at least one year, please 

contact Karl Kroening, Council Vice President.  If you have any 

questions on the responsibilities of these offices, they are defined 

within the Constitution of St. Matthew’s or talk to one of the 

outgoing officers – George Ehlers (Elder Chairman), Phillip Fry 

(Building and Grounds Committee Chairman), or Brian Hartwig 

(Treasurer). 

Assisting with Worship 
 

Organist: 

Kathi Hendee 

Ushers: 

8:00 a.m. – George Ehlers, Bob Williams, Nico Caminata, Jack Caminata 

10:30 a.m. – Tom May, Ben May, Eddie May 
 

Next Week Ushers: 

8:00 a.m. –  Gerald Wellnitz, Evan Burnside, Alex Schmitt, Mike Fox 

 10:30 a.m. – Steve Sage, Collin Hilding 
 

CODS: 

Thursday, October 30, 6:30 p.m. – Jim Daley 

Sunday, November 2, 8:00 a.m. – Trevor Sanchez 

Sunday, November 2, 10:30 a.m. – George Ehlers 
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Assisting with Worship (continued) 

 

Next Week CODS: 

Thursday, November 6, 6:30 p.m. – Phil Fry 

Sunday, November 9, 8:00 a.m. – Zach Pfaffenbach 

Sunday, November 9, 10:30 a.m. – Brian Hartwig 

Greeters 

Sunday, November 2, 8:00 a.m.  – Bev Boughton 

Sunday, November 2, 10:30 a.m.  – John & Joanne May 

Next Week Greeters 

Sunday, November 9, 8:00 a.m.  – George & Jan Ehlers 

Sunday, November 9, 10:30 a.m.  – Karin Delong-Eichman 

Church Cleaning: 

November 8, 2025 – Warren Scheibe & Mark Schulz families 

November 15, 2025 – Brandon Phillips & Brandon Schulz families 
 

This Week at St. Matthew’s 

Sunday 

Worship 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School & Bible Class  

  9:15 a.m. 

Monday 

Evening Guild 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

Women’s Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

Senior Choir 5:45 – 6:45 p.m. 

Thursday 

Worship with Communion  

  6:30 p.m. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  Children dismissed at 11:30  

Friday 

No School Parent/Teacher  

  Conferences 

Saturday 

Clothing & Toy Exchange  

   9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday 

Worship with Communion  

  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Class & Sunday School 

  9:15 a.m. 
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